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Stormwater NSW Public Statement 
In-principle support for Cooks River Valley Association's efforts to improve 
stormwater management in NSW 
Stormwater NSW supports action to improve stormwater management across New South Wales.  

Urban stormwater runoff remains one of the largest sources of pollution affecting the health of rivers, 
estuaries and coastal waters. Improving how stormwater is managed across our cities and suburbs is 
essential to achieving healthier waterways, improved water quality, and more resilient urban 
environments for communities across the state. 

Stormwater NSW confirms in-principle support for the Cooks River Valley Association's proposed NSW-
wide solutions to improve stormwater outcomes, with a focus on: 

• Developing a statewide policy framework for stormwater management that recognises place-
based waterway outcomes. 

• Strengthening the integration of stormwater management within the planning system, including 
amending the BASIX building standards for residential development to include provisions that 
focus on reducing runoff and improving water quality alongside existing water efficiency 
measures for any new build or renovation above the current $50,000 threshold.  

• Supports local government in ensuring Water Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD) elements are 
delivered and operated effectively over the long term. 
 

Effective stormwater management requires coordinated action across planning policy, development 
standards, infrastructure delivery and the long-term maintenance of stormwater assets. Strengthening 
these frameworks across NSW has the potential to significantly reduce pollution entering waterways 
and improve environmental outcomes for urban catchments such as the Cooks River. 

As the peak industry body representing the stormwater sector in NSW, Stormwater NSW supports the 
continued development of practical NSW-wide solutions that improve stormwater management and 
contribute to healthier waterways for current and future generations. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Nerida Taylor  
President 

Stormwater NSW Industry Association 

 


