
 

27 February 2026 

Strategic Planning and Policy Team 

NSW Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure 

GPO Box 39 

Sydney NSW 2001 

 

Have Your Say Online Submission 

Subject: Stormwater NSW Submission on the draft ‘The Sydney Plan’: A New Approach to Strategic 

Planning 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Stormwater NSW welcomes the opportunity to provide feedback on the draft ‘The Sydney Plan’. As 

the peak industry body representing the stormwater management and Water Sensitive Urban 

Design (WSUD) sector in New South Wales, we advocate for best‑practice approaches that protect 

our waterways, reduce flood risk, improve water quality, and support the delivery of resilient blue –

green infrastructure across the State. Our membership includes local and state government 

practitioners, engineers, planners, designers, academics and industry professionals committed to 

improving stormwater outcomes for communities and ecosystems. 

Given the central role that stormwater systems, WSUD and integrated water cycle management 

(IWCM) play in shaping the functioning, resilience and liveability of Sydney’s urban environment, 

Stormwater NSW has a strong interest in the draft Sydney Plan and its implications for guiding 

strategic land-use planning over coming decades. 

1. Stronger representation of stormwater, waterways and WSUD is needed 

The draft Plan contains positive high-level aspirations, but it lacks a consolidated objective or clear 

strategic direction on urban waterway health, stormwater management and WSUD integration. This 

represents a significant gap when compared with the current Greater Sydney Region Plan, which 

includes dedicated objectives for waterways, natural systems and the South Creek (Wianamatta) 

corridor. 

WSUD and stormwater management are essential to: 

• reducing urban flood risk 

• maintaining and improving waterway health 

• supporting blue–green corridors and biodiversity 

• mitigating heat through evaporative cooling 

• improving public open space amenity 

• managing the cumulative impacts of infill development 

• creating climate‑ready precincts 

• supporting integrated land‑use and water planning 

Despite this, the draft Plan references WSUD only briefly and without accompanying actions. This 

level of recognition is insufficient to support the built‑in, structural role that stormwater systems 

must play across a growing and densifying city. 

 



 

2. The draft Plan does not reflect key NSW Government water strategies, frameworks or reforms 

Several NSW Government strategies identify the need for stronger alignment between land ‑use 

planning, stormwater management and catchment health. These include: 

• the NSW Water Strategy (Action 4.4: integrate land‑use planning and water management) 

• the Greater Sydney Water Strategy (identifying fragmented governance and stormwater 

impacts as major challenges) 

• the NSW Water Quality Governance Roadmap 

• the Integrated Catchment Management Work Program (DCCEEW) 

• the NSW Integrated Water Cycle Management Framework, which sets out requirements for 

IWCM at precinct and regional scales 

The draft Sydney Plan makes no reference to these strategies. Failing to integrate existing water 

policy positions puts stormwater, waterway and catchment considerations at risk of being 

marginalised in the new planning hierarchy. 

Stormwater NSW strongly recommends explicit alignment with these existing reforms to ensure a 

coherent policy environment. 

3. Integrated planning for stormwater and blue–green networks remains insufficiently addressed 

Stormwater systems, waterways, wetlands, floodplains and urban open spaces operate as connected 

systems—but the draft Plan does not acknowledge the importance of coordinated, catchment‑scale 

planning across multiple agencies and local government areas. 

There is no reference to: 

• integrated stormwater and waterway planning 

• blue–green grid governance 

• stormwater neutrality or retaining water in the landscape 

• cumulative stormwater impacts of infill development 

• WSUD as a mandatory component of growth areas or redevelopment precincts 

Given Sydney’s increasing density and climate pressures, this represents a substantial gap.  

4. The absence of any waterway or stormwater‑specific action is a critical weakness 

Current NSW regional plans include multiple waterways, stormwater and WSUD strategies. The draft 

Sydney Plan contains none and doesn’t sufficiently reference or otherwise give adequate mention.  

Without specific actions, the Plan cannot: 

• guide councils on best practice 

• shape the design of future precincts 

• monitor improvements or declines in waterway health 

• ensure coordinated investment across agencies 

Stormwater NSW considers the absence of water-related actions to be a fundamental flaw that must 

be addressed before the Plan is finalised. 

 

 



 

Summary of Key Recommendations 

Stormwater NSW recommends that the final Sydney Plan: 

1. Reinstate a dedicated objective for waterways, natural systems and stormwater management 

…including explicit direction on catchment health, water quality, WSUD and blue–green networks. 

2. Include clear, directive language on integrating IWCM and WSUD into strategic planning 

Replace discretionary wording such as “should consider” with “must account for” or similar.  

3. Introduce stormwater and waterway‑specific actions under Response 12 

For example: 

• applying the NSW Governments Risk‑Based Framework for Considering Waterway Health 

Outcomes in Strategic Land-Use Planning Decisions to all urban catchments 

• integrating IWCM and WSUD into all precinct planning 

• monitoring cumulative stormwater impacts of urban intensification 

• strengthening catchment governance and cross‑agency collaboration 

4. Ensure alignment with existing NSW Government water strategies and reforms 

Including the NSW Water Strategy, Greater Sydney Water Strategy, IWCM Framework, and related 

initiatives. 

5. Incorporate stormwater and WSUD into blue–green grid implementation 

With clear governance mechanisms and obligations for councils, developers and agencies.  

Conclusion 

Stormwater NSW strongly supports the intention of the draft Sydney Plan to create a more resilient, 

liveable and sustainable Sydney. However, to achieve these goals, the Plan must give far greater 

attention to stormwater management, integrated water cycle planning, WSUD and the health of 

Sydney’s waterways. 

These systems are foundational infrastructure—every bit as important as transport, housing and 

utilities. Embedding strong water‑related objectives and actions into the final Plan will significantly 

improve outcomes for communities, the environment, and the long‑term resilience of Greater 

Sydney. 

We welcome ongoing engagement with the Department as the Plan progresses, and offer our 

support in strengthening the stormwater, WSUD and waterway components of the final framework.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Nerida Taylor 

President Stormwater NSW 


