
 

SEPTEMBER 2025

franc.2025 – only one month to go!

This year at franc.2025, the highlight of the Stormwater NSW calendar, we are excited to
bring you four inspiring and interactive panels offering hands-on tips for effective
stormwater management.  

o PANEL 1: What does AR&R Mean for Managing Stormwater
Tomas Remenyi,  Angela Maharaj, Anna Wilson and Jason Evans will share practical
insights on high-intensity rainfall, updated climate guidance, and strategies for flood
planning — essential for anyone needing evidence-based tools to support decision-
making.

o PANEL 2: From fragmentation to resilience: Uniting industry to transform NSW’s
stormwater future.
Join David Nixon, Andre Magar, Andrew Thomas and Colan Chin as they explore how
NSW can move beyond siloed councils, patchwork policies, and inconsistent standards.
Through audience polling and discussion, they’ll uncover the barriers and highlight how
collaboration can deliver a unified stormwater strategy for resilient waterways and safer
communities.

o PANEL 3: Integrated Catchment Management governance for healthy waterways: the
ultimate aspiration for NSW.
Our experts on this panel will explore how aligning policies and uniting stakeholders can
deliver lasting outcomes for waterways, communities, and ecosystems — and how NSW
can turn this vision into action. Alexa McAuley, Alexi Gilchrist, Leanne Niblock, and Ralph
Ogden bring a wealth of knowledge and will provide an opportunity for you to quiz them
on current issues.

o PANEL 4: SQID Taskforce – helping SQIDs be better SQIDs
Join Brad Dalyrmple, Andrew Thomas, Christine Del Duca, Kefeng Zhang and Kristy Good
as they share the journey and outputs of the industry taskforce – an important product of
the last Stormwater NSW conference. They will explore key recommendations, discover
how industry collaboration is shaping the future of SQID practice in NSW and ask the
question of what’s next?

These panel sessions are sure to inspire solution-based discussions to address current
issues in the NSW stormwater industry. Don't miss out on a ticket!

Click here to find out more information about franc.2025 and secure your ticket

 

 

Reminder - Stormwater NSW Annual General
Meeting coming up

Stormwater NSW Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
🗓 Date: Thursday, 25th September 
🕒 Time: 3:00 PM 
📍 Location: Online via MS Teams  

The Stormwater NSW Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held on Thursday 25th
September at 3 pm via video call. All members are welcome to attend to find out what
has been happening behind the scenes. The meeting will also be an opportunity to hear
about our priorities for the year ahead and to have your say on the direction of
Stormwater NSW. We encourage all members to participate and help shape the future of
our organisation. If you would like to attend, please contact us at
StormwaterNSW@stormwaternsw.asn.au and we will send you the meeting invitation. 

The AGM also provides the opportunity to appoint new Stormwater NSW Committee
members. We are on the lookout for passionate, energetic individuals to join our
committee! This is a fantastic opportunity to develop your professional capabilities in
areas that are often not available in your day job, such as organisational governance,
finance, event management, marketing, and advocacy. Plus, you’ll be alongside highly
motivated people helping shape the future of stormwater management in NSW and
beyond. So, if you are keen to make an impact, drive change and rapidly expand your
network, contact us via president@stormwaternsw.asn.au or go to the Stormwater NSW
website to download a nomination form.

For enquiries regarding the AGM please contact Julie McGraw.  

We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

 

Proposed motion on stormwater funding to go
before Local Government NSW Conference

At its upcoming Executive Committee meeting, the Sydney Coastal Councils Group
(SCCG) will consider a draft motion to be recommended for submission at the Local
Government NSW (LGNSW) 2025 Annual Conference in November.  

The motion calls on the NSW Government to take stronger action on sustainable
stormwater management through the following:

1. Actively consult with local councils and the broader stormwater industry as part of its
review of the stormwater management service charge, i.e., the stormwater levy,
announced as part of the NSW Government’s response to Recommendation 4 from the
report of the NSW Parliament’s Standing Committee on State Development 2024 inquiry
into the ability of local governments to fund infrastructure and services. 

2. Raise and appropriately index the stormwater levy. 

3. Investigate supporting measures to improve governance, funding and organisational
capacity for sustainable stormwater management.

The motion will be formally presented at the LGNSW conference by Councillor Shannon
Welch of North Sydney Council on behalf of SCCG. If endorsed, this motion will
strengthen advocacy for improved stormwater funding and support mechanisms,
ensuring councils are better resourced to manage the environmental and community
challenges associated with urban stormwater.

 

 

Stormwater NSW webinars on stormwater
asset management and deemed to comply
solutions

Stormwater NSW is continuing with its 2025 lunchtime webinar series, hosting two recent
webinars, both sponsored by Water Technology. The first webinar on stormwater asset
management was held in early June, and it included engaging presentations from Clare
Scanlon and Andrew Grant from Morrison Low, Raglan Hawkins from Melbourne Water,
and Stuart McTaggart from the City of Sydney. Some 60 participants heard about setting
asset management objectives, criticality assessment of stormwater assets, linking asset
management to capital works programming, and improving organisational maturity in
asset management. The importance of good asset management planning was
emphasised throughout. If you missed the webinar, you can find the recording here.  

The second seminar was held in late July on stormwater deemed to comply processes
and tools from an interstate perspective. We heard from Jack Mullaly from Water by
Design, Ian Adams from Organica Engineering, Maria McCrann from Rain Consulting and
Helen Brookes from Urbaqua. Presenters looked critically at why ‘deemed to comply’
hasn’t worked in some states and how we can overcome this in terms of time and cost
savings, consistent interpretation and ongoing collaboration. In a promising development,
‘deemed to comply’ is being considered for inclusion in the forthcoming Victorian Urban
Drainage Manual. The key take home messages were that ‘deemed to comply’ solutions
need to be informed by catchment and waterway objectives, and made as simple and
clear as possible for all parties. Watch the recording here. 

We’re grateful for the ongoing support from our webinar sponsor Water Technology and
look forward to our continued partnership. Our next webinar will explore Market-based
instruments (MBIs) in stormwater and will be held on Thursday 2nd October 2025. Click
here to register. If you have any questions or ideas for webinar topics, please reach out to
the Stormwater NSW Secretary Erin Sellers secretary@stormwaternsw.asn.au.

Click here for more information

 

 

NSW State Government invests $75.1 million in
rivers and wetlands

The NSW Government has committed $75.1 million over four years to the Healthy Rivers,
Wetlands and Floodplains initiative, announced in the 2025–26 State Budget. Delivered by
the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW), the
funding will support the Water for the Environment Program, which provides and
manages water to improve the health of rivers, creeks, wetlands and floodplains across
the state. This work spans key catchments including the Gwydir, Macquarie, Lachlan,
Murrumbidgee, Murray-Lower Darling, Hunter and Snowy, with outcomes monitored and
reported to ensure long-term ecological benefits. Information about water for the
environment is available here.

 

 

Cooks River Alliance “Our Backyard River”
Campaign

Image credit: Cooks River Alliance.

The “Our Backyard River” campaign, developed by the Cooks River Alliance with NSW
State Government Funding is a branding and storytelling initiative undertaken as the first
step in producing an over-arching, integrated master plan for the Cooks River.  The “Our
Backyard River” branding is intended to inspire a sense of ownership amongst the local
community, encouraging them to engage more with the river, and to advocate for the
river’s revitalisation as an environmental and green/blue corridor for the benefit of the
environment and the people live, work and play in the area.  The Cooks River hit peak
awful in the early 1980s, but thanks to strong community advocacy, the great work of
local restoration groups like the Mud Crabs, the Cooks River Valley Association, and the
Wolli Creek Preservation Society, the river is in much better condition. The “Our Backyard
River” campaign seeks to support and grow this community engagement through simple
messaging and stories of individual community members who have strong connections
to the river.

This campaign is the first step in producing an overarching, integrated Master Plan for the
Cooks River that will combine the myriad of actions, projects and programs being
developed by the local councils, and state and federal governments into a single, web-
based dashboard and interactive map that will enable the public and practitioners alike to
track what’s going on for the whole of the river over time.   For more, visit
https://ourbackyardriver.com.au/ 

 

 

Stormwater 2030 – From vision to action

Stormwater 2030 Ltd. has released its first annual report, marking a year of significant
achievement in its mission to transform stormwater management across NSW. The
report details the organisation's rapid transition from identifying systemic industry
challenges to implementing concrete, collaborative solutions to achieve world-class
beaches, harbours, and rivers.Since its inception, Stormwater 2030 has focused on
uniting industry, government, and community stakeholders to address long-standing
issues of inconsistent standards, inadequate infrastructure, and environmental
degradation. The 2025 Annual Report showcases a foundational year defined by building
crucial collaborations and launching targeted initiatives."

As Founding Chair of Stormwater 2030, it is with immense pride that I present our first
annual report," said David Nixon. "We began this past year with an approach of humility,
believing that rather than dictating the problems, we should listen and adapt. As our
conversations deepened, a consistent theme emerged: everyone understood the issues,
and what they truly desired were solutions. This profound realisation has guided our
strategic direction and driven the tangible progress detailed in this report."

Stormwater 2030 is a not-for-profit organisation dedicated to creating a standardised,
efficient, and sustainable stormwater management system for NSW. By fostering
innovative solutions and collaborative efforts, Stormwater 2030 strives to create a
resilient environment that mitigates risks, protects waterways, and supports community
well-being. 

Read the full annual report and learn more about Stormwater 2030's initiatives

 

 

Stormwater Quality Improvement Device (SQID)
Taskforce Update

The NSW Stormwater Quality Improvement Device (SQID) Taskforce is reaching a
significant milestone, concluding months of intensive work to develop a comprehensive
suite of recommendations for the stormwater industry. Taskforce members have
collaborated extensively to review and draft findings aimed at improving the governance,
design, and implementation of SQIDs across the state. This dedicated effort has
culminated in a detailed report that is now ready for its most crucial stage: industry
consultation. 

Your Feedback is a Critical Next StepThe taskforce is now preparing to launch a multi-
phased consultation process to gather valuable feedback from the wider stormwater
community. The goal is to ensure the final recommendations are practical, robust, and
supported by the industry professionals who will implement them.The engagement plan
includes a series of online webinars and an in-person workshop scheduled for October
and November. These sessions will provide an overview of the key recommendations and
offer a platform for open discussion and feedback. We will also be presenting in a panel
session at the NSW Stormwater conference, franc.2025, in October.

"The collaboration within the taskforce has been fantastic, but the real test is ensuring
these recommendations work for the industry on the ground," said a taskforce
representative. "We are incredibly keen to hear from our peers and stakeholders to refine
this important body of work".Keep an eye on your inbox and the Stormwater NSW
website for formal invitations and registration details for the upcoming consultation
events. Your participation will be vital in shaping the future of stormwater management in
NSW.

 

 

Sydney Records Wettest Six-Year Period on
Record

Image credit: ABC.

Sydney has just experienced its wettest August in 27 years, adding to the city’s rainiest six-
year stretch since records began in 1858. Since January 2020, more than 9,300
millimetres have fallen at Observatory Hill — beating the previous record from the late
1980s.

After drought between 2017 and 2019, rainfall surged in 2020 and peaked in 2022 with a
record 2,530mm. Although 2023 was drier, totals have since rebounded, with 2025
already exceeding the annual average.

Scientists link the trend to stronger easterly winds drawing moist air from the Tasman Sea,
driven by shifting pressure patterns under climate change. Another 100mm is forecast
this week, likely pushing August totals into the top four on record, with a wetter-than-
normal spring also expected.

Read the full article

 

 

Have Your Say on Natural Flood Management

Macquarie University is seeking community and professional input on Natural Flood
Management (NFM) as part of an Australian Research Council project. NFM uses nature-
based solutions—such as revegetation and wetland restoration—to “slow the flow” and
reduce flood risks. The study covers all coastal catchments of NSW, from Queensland to
Victoria, and aims to understand how local communities and environmental practitioners
view and engage with these approaches.

Anyone living or working in the region, particularly those affected by flooding, is
encouraged to participate. You can contribute by completing a 15–20 minute online
survey or volunteering for an interview.For more information or to volunteer for an
interview, contact Michael Rupić at michael.rupic@hdr.mq.edu.au 

Take the survey

 

 

NSW Flood and Water Job Cuts Spark Backlash

Premier Chris Minns has come under fire after cutting 300 flood risk and water
management roles, part of more than 1,500 government job losses in recent weeks. The
move comes as NSW faces one of its worst flood seasons on record.

Further reductions at the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development
(165 positions) have raised concerns about disaster preparedness and pest control.
Critics, including unions and the opposition, have called the decision “cruel” and
“devastating,” warning it undermines community resilience at a time of escalating climate
impacts.

Learn more here

 

 

Planning Is Not ‘Red Tape’ – It’s Safeguards for
Liveable Communities

Cutting “red tape” in planning risks weakening safeguards that keep communities safe,
sustainable, and liveable, says the Planning Institute of Australia. Many so-called delays
are in fact essential protections for biodiversity, heritage, building quality, and climate
resilience.

PIA argues reform should focus on smarter systems, not deregulation — through upfront
planning, digitisation, better coordination, linking infrastructure to housing, addressing
workforce shortages, and targeted financial reform.

Done well, planning powers growth by aligning infrastructure, reducing disaster costs,
and delivering more homes without compromising quality of life.

Read more here

 

 

Stormwater policy and guidance updates in
Victoria

Victoria is seeing a suite of important changes in stormwater management, with new
guidance and reviews underway to strengthen how urban runoff is managed across the
state.

o New Offsets Guidance – The Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Action
(DEECA) has released updated guidance to help councils establish and operate
stormwater quality offset schemes. These offsets are designed to ensure that new urban
developments properly manage the pollutants carried by stormwater, either through on-
site treatment or by funding equivalent works elsewhere.

o Clarifying Roles in Stormwater Management – Melbourne Water and the Municipal
Association of Victoria (MAV) have commenced a joint review of stormwater
responsibilities across Greater Melbourne. The process will provide clearer accountability
for drainage and flood management while also exploring reforms to stormwater
licensing. A key goal is to better recognise stormwater as a reusable resource.

o Updated Waterway Management Guidelines – DEECA, working alongside Catchment
Management Authorities (CMAs), has published new technical guidelines to support river
and stream management. The guidelines offer an evidence-based framework for
professionals tasked with maintaining the health and resilience of waterways, which
continue to be affected by urban stormwater runoff.

 

 

AWA - AI in the water sector: opportunities,
challenges and what comes next

AI is increasingly transforming the water sector by improving efficiency, reducing failures,
and optimising operations, particularly through tools like transient detection, computer
vision for inspections, and digital twins for system-wide optimisation. While concerns exist
around energy use, data privacy, and the need for human oversight, the sector’s AI
applications generally deliver net benefits by conserving water, energy, and emissions.
Beyond operations, AI supports long-term resilience by forecasting climate impacts,
population-driven demand, and resource stresses. Responsible adoption requires strong
data governance, AI literacy, incremental trials, and positioning AI as a decision-support
tool rather than an autonomous system, ensuring it enhances rather than replaces human
expertise.

Read full article

 

 

What basin-wide research reveals about
fairness in water policy

New research commissioned by Watertrust Australia has provided new insights into how
Australians think about fairness in water policy. The preliminary findings highlight not just
what people believe, but why those beliefs differ and where common ground might be
found. 

Read more here

 

 

Changes are brewing in the Indian Ocean. Does
this mean Australia should get ready for a
soggy spring?

Image credit: The Conversation

As Australia moves into spring, attention is on the Indian Ocean, which may enter a
negative Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) phase – a pattern that often brings wetter conditions to
southeastern Australia. While winter has been warmer than average and rainfall uneven,
forecasts suggest increased spring rain is possible, though not guaranteed, as the Pacific
remains neutral. Negative IOD events usually weaken by November but can have strong
impacts, and with the Indian Ocean warming under climate change, more extreme events
are expected. Understanding these shifts is crucial for improving climate adaptation in
Australia and neighbouring regions. 

Learn more

 

 

Research on equitable urban green space
planning for sustainable cities: a GIS-based
analysis of spatial disparities and functional
strategies

This study mapped and classified Islamabad’s Urban Green Spaces (UGS) using GIS and
satellite imagery, validated with field surveys at 95.68% accuracy. Seven UGS types,
including parks, playgrounds, institutional greenery, and waterways, were analysed to
assess ecological, recreational, and social functions. Results showed stark spatial
disparities, with wealthier zones enjoying larger, better-maintained green spaces while
denser areas lacked accessible UGS. Institutional greenery, covering 17.05 km², emerged
as a key contributor to sustainability. The research highlights UGS as vital Nature-Based
Solutions for climate adaptation, biodiversity conservation, and social equity, offering a
model for other rapidly urbanizing cities. 

Read more

 

 

Shaping resilient shores: engineering for the
future in a changing climate

The Australian Water Association reported on engineering needs for dealing with the
climate challenges ahead. Coastal cities like Hong Kong and Singapore face growing risks
from storm surges, flooding, and sea-level rise, requiring innovative and place-based
adaptation strategies. With limited land, retreat is often not feasible, making engineering
solutions vital. Advances in big data, compound flood modelling, and AI are improving
forecasts of complex interactions between inland rainfall and coastal surges, though
challenges remain in predicting extreme events. Adaptation measures range from hard
infrastructure like seawalls and tidal gates to nature-based solutions such as mangrove
restoration, alongside long-term planning informed by digital tools and site-specific
studies. Together, these approaches highlight how resilience engineering can safeguard
vulnerable cities while shaping sustainable, climate-ready futures. 

Read full article

 

 

Jobs Corner

Although there are no job advertisements this month, we would like to make this a
regular feature of our newsletter. If you would like to advertise a position, please email
admin@stormwaternsw.asn.au.

 

 

Keep your member details up to date

To make sure you stay informed about upcoming events, industry news, and important
updates from Stormwater NSW, please take a moment to check that your contact details
are current in our membership portal, now via Stormwater Australia. Having the correct
email address and phone number on file ensures you’ll receive all communications,
including newsletters, event invitations, and AGM notices. It only takes a few minutes to
log in and review your information, but it makes all the difference in keeping you
connected and ensuring you get the most of your Stormwater NSW membership.

If your colleagues are no longer receiving this newsletter, please ask them to contact
admin@stormwaternsw.asn.au to get back in the loop.

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS
in NSW

  franc.2025 - Powered By Stormwater NSW
When:  14 - 17 October 2025
Where: Mercure Hotel, Hunter Valley Gardens, Pokolbin. 

This year’s theme is ‘Building Partnerships - Finding Solutions’. We will also be hosting the
Stormwater NSW Awards for Excellence presentation on the evening of the 15th October. 

We are excited to bring some fabulous speakers to our conference in October this year,
set in the beautiful Hunter Valley. The conference is the perfect opportunity to learn,
connect and be inspired by your industry colleagues.  

Check out the program here

 
Franc.2025 also includes:

o The 2025 Stormwater NSW Awards for Excellence.
o Franc.fest – a social evening to drop the formalities and be merry!
o A technical tour to see great examples of theory put into practice.

If you can’t make it to the whole conference, have a look at the draft program and
consider coming up for a day. For any conference questions please contact our
conference chair Nerida Taylor - vicepresident@stormwaternsw.asn.au

Secure your franc tickets here!

 

Stormwater NSW webinar – What’s the price of stormwater?
Market-based instruments (MBIs) have emerged in recent decades as a promising
environmental policy tool that can complement traditional forms of environmental
management, that is, government provision, regulation and education. Opportunities for
applying MBIs to stormwater management have been researched in Australia and
internationally, leading to the investigation and take-up of MBIs in several jurisdictions. 

This webinar, hosted by Stormwater NSW and sponsored by Water Technology, will
introduce the history of stormwater-related MBIs and showcase several examples. You’ll
hear from Tim Fletcher and Darren Bos from the University of Melbourne - leading
researchers and economists about not only the economic basis of MBIs but also their
technical, social and administrative aspects. The future of stormwater-related MBIs in
Australia will also be explored.  

When: Thurs 2nd October 2025, Time 12:00 pm – 1:30 pm 
Where: Online
Cost: Free for Stormwater NSW members, $50 for non-member rate.

Register here.

 

Planning Institute Australia – NSW conference
When: 24 - 26 September
Where: Blue Mountains
More information here

 

UNSW Institute for Climate Risk & Response Industry Forum
Showcasing collaborative research and dialogue to strengthen responses to climate risks
and opportunities
When: 23 October 2025, 8:45 am to 6:00 pm
Where: The Calyx, Mrs Macquaries Road, Sydney
More information here

 

UPCOMING EVENTS
beyond NSW

Climate Emergency Australia

An exciting new micro-credential for

senior leaders in local government.

Over four x 2.5-3 hour sessions.

When:  23 October, 6 Nov, 20 Nov, 4 Dec

2025

Where: Online

More information here

 

MEMB ERSHIP A N D  K N OW L ED G E SHA RIN G
Stormwater NSW exists to advance the stormwater industry. Accordingly, becoming a
member is a crucial way of helping yourself, your organisation, and your industry.
Stormwater NSW’s links the diverse and multi-disciplinary interests of all stakeholders
within the stormwater industry, with representation at both a state and national level.
Stormwater NSW is a not-for-profit, volunteer driven association, and membership is
open to all stormwater industry stakeholders. To join Stormwater NSW, simply access
the online form.  

If you have any queries, contact us Andre on 0420526009 or email
admin@stormwaternsw.asn.au. If you have ideas or suggestions for knowledge sharing
workshops or newsletter items, please get in touch at admin@stormwaternsw.asn.au. We
want our Stormwater NSW community to be as inclusive and collaborative as possible!

Learn more
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