
 

NOVEMBER 2025

Our Next Big Event: SQIDS in Focus and
Stormwater NSW Cheers to the Year Social

On the 25th November, Stormwater NSW is combining a half day seminar exploring the
NSW SQID Taskforce’s new framework and key recommendations with the end of year
after party ‘Cheers to the Year’ social.

The NSW SQID Taskforce workshop will start with a networking lunch at noon and run
from 12:30 pm to 5 pm at the Sydney Water Office in Parramatta Square.  It will be an
interactive workshop where you’ll be able to provide your thoughts and feedback on the
new framework and the Taskforce’s key recommendations. 

This will be followed by the Stormwater NSW’s end-of-year social event ‘Cheers to the
Year’.  It will commence at 5:30 pm at the nearby Commercial Hotel, Parramatta (a short
5-minute walk from the workshop location).  This will be a great chance to unwind with
colleagues, enjoy canapes and refreshments, and bask in the glory of what has been a
year worth celebrating for the Stormwater Industry. 

For more info on the NSW SQID Task Force:
https://stormwater2030.org/initiatives-sqid/

To register for the Seminar:
https://gems.eventsair.com/snsw-november-25-seminar-cheers-to-the-year-
social/snswnovember25/Site/Register

For more info on Stormwater NSW ‘Cheers to the Year’ Social:
https://gems.eventsair.com/snsw-november-25-seminar-cheers-to-the-year-
social/snswnovember25/Site/Register

Thanks to our event sponsors Stormwater Services Australia, Durham Drainage
Products, and Atlan Stormwater.

 

 

Franc.2025 – the stormwater event of the year! 

The biggest event on the Stormwater NSW calendar is our annual conference. This year
“franc.2025” was held in mid-October in the beautiful Hunter Valley with the theme
of Building Partnerships, Finding Solutions.

The conference was an opportunity for the industry to come together, collaborate, share
knowledge, and learn from each other. The post conference survey re-enforced our own
perception that the conference was a huge success. 96% of people surveyed said they
would be back next year, the speakers, panel sessions and presentations were all rated
between good and excellent.

This year the event showcased the following:

🐟 124 participants
🐟 2 pre-conference workshops – O and M Training with the indominable Murray Powell,
and the WSUD compliance Framework with the Young Water Professional of the Year
Daniel Rider.
🐟 1 wine tasting welcome reception that broke the ice
🐟 4 keynote speakers over a broad range of topics such as Integrated Water
Management in NSW, waterway management, and designing for climate change
🐟 4 panel sessions that were both interesting and engaging
🐟 33 presentations that are available here https://gems.eventsair.com/franc-
2025/2025-presentations
🐟 The presentation of the 2025 NSW Awards for Excellence
🐟 1 franc fest dinner where people mingled in the moonlight on a pleasant spring
evening
🐟 1 future directions forum where the audience identified their priorities for Stormwater
NSW
🐟 1 technical tour showcasing great WSUD, waterway restorations and Lake Macquarie
catchment management across the Hunter
🐟 Loads of sponsors and industry supporters
🐟 1 Surprise Seahorse 

We had an absolute ball and look forward to our conference in 2026! Please get in touch
if you have suggestions for next year’s conference – we welcome any feedback.

 

 

Celebrating Excellence: 2025 Stormwater NSW
Awards

The 2025 Stormwater NSW Awards for Excellence were announced during the franc.2025
conference at the Mercure Hunter Valley Gardens Resort. The awards recognised
outstanding contributions to the planning, design, construction and management of
stormwater projects across New South Wales.

Each year, the awards celebrate the depth of innovation and professionalism within the
stormwater industry, from cutting edge research and design to long term asset
management and community engagement.

This year’s finalists and winners represent the best of our industry, demonstrating
leadership in sustainability, collaboration and technical excellence.

And the winners are....🥁🥁🥁🥁🥁🥁🥁🥁🥁🥁🥁🥁🥁🥁🥁🥁🥁🥁🥁🥁🥁🥁

Young Stormwater Professional of the Year  - Daniel Rider

Highly commended - Colan Chin
Finalist - Blake Allingham

Excellence in Integrated Stormwater Design - Allianz Stadium Precinct Village & Carpark
Stormwater Management Project – Ocean Protect 

Finalist - Clyde Metro Stabling Yard Stormwater Management - Ocean Protect 
Finalist - Cobbitty Road Drainage Easement Upgrade Works - Camden Council

Excellence in Asset Management - Wingecarribee Shire Council and Water NSW –
Optimal Stormwater 

Finalist - Sydney Catholic Schools Stormwater Improvement Programme - Stormwater
Services Australia
Finalist - WSUD Maintenance Compliance Framework - Ocean Protect 

Excellence in Infrastructure - The Appian Way and North Terrace Culvert Upgrade Project
– City of Canterbury Bankstown 

Finalist - Bondi Stormwater Harvesting System Filtration Upgrade - Urban Renew,
Waverley Council, Ocean Protect and HydroCon

Excellence in Policy or Education - WSUD Maintenance Compliance Framework – Ocean
Protect 

Highly commended - Creation of Stormwater 2030: A New Approach to Advocacy for
Stormwater in NSW - Stormwater Services Australia
Highly commended - NSW Integrated Water Cycle Management Framework -
Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water; Alluvium Consulting
Australia

Excellence in Research and Innovation - Barriers and Opportunities for Effective Gross
Pollutant Trap Maintenance in Australia – CSIRO, University of Tasmania, Ocean Protect
and Optimal Stormwater 

Finalist - WSUD Maintenance Compliance Framework - Ocean Protect
Finalist - Application of Cutting-edge Molecular Tools to Guide Remediation of Water
Quality at Beaches Impacted by Stormwater - University of Technology Sydney; NSW
Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water; Central Coast
Council

Excellence in Strategic or Master Planning - Prospect Creek Catchment Action Plan –
Stantec and City of Canterbury Bankstown

Stormwater NSW congratulates all winners, finalists and highly commended recipients.
These achievements highlight the passion and expertise driving continuous improvement
across the stormwater sector. 

Photos from the 2025 Awards for Excellence event are available on LinkedIn:
https://www.linkedin.com/in/stormwaternsw/  

 

 

Stormwater Australia Update 

Alice Lisitsa, the newly appointed President of Stormwater Australia will be our guest at
the December Committee meeting. Alice has expressed that her focus is on maintaining
continuity across SQIDEP, membership services, and financial management, while
keeping the state associations informed and involved throughout this process.

They have recently provided a brief update:
🦀 Following a review of the financial status of the organisation by the new board, the
contract for the Executive Officer was not extended past 31 October. Danielle Bolton will
provide additional secretariat and administrative support with a focus on coordination,
communications, and member engagement.
🦀 The SQIDEP Governance Board and Technical Review Panel (TRP) have been
reestablished and are now being expanded with industry support to strengthen capability
and independence.
🦀 Michael Di’Mateo has been appointed Treasurer, and Andrew Thomas has been
appointed Secretary, to enhance governance, compliance, and financial oversight.
🦀 The new Board has committed to increased volunteer time and involvement to ensure
stability and continued progress through this transition period.

The Stormwater Australia board will be holding a webinar for all members (including all
Stormwater NSW members) in December. An email with further details will be sent out
soon.

 

 

Consultation Open: Draft Report from the NSW
SQID Taskforce

After 5,000 hours of dedicated work, the NSW Stormwater Quality Improvement Device
(SQID) Taskforce has released a draft consultation report.

This report presents a comprehensive set of recommendations aimed at driving
significant improvements in urban water quality and stormwater management across
New South Wales.

The Taskforce invites all stormwater industry professionals, stakeholders, and interested
parties to review the draft and provide feedback. Your insights are vital to shaping the
future of our industry and protecting our waterways.

Ways you can get involved:
1. Review the Draft Report: Access the full report and supporting documents on the
Stormwater 2030 website. https://stormwater2030.org/initiatives-sqid/
2. Submit Your Feedback: The deadline for formal comments is Monday, December 1,
2025. All feedback should be submitted via the official Taskforce Feedback Form on the
website.
3. Join the Conversation: The Taskforce are hosting several events to discuss the findings
and gather your input in person and online. Join the Stormwater NSW 25 November
seminar (details above) or look out for a series of webinars scheduled for February 2026).

 

 

The evolution of stormwater management in
NSW and Victoria

Ever wondered how stormwater management has changed over the last few decades?

Stormwater NSW’s committee member, Shaw Abrey, has wondered the same and has
published an evolving timeline on LinkedIn. This fabulous diagnostic tool illustrates how
things have evolved over time and highlights the differences in stormwater management
between the two States.

Have feedback? Let Shaw know!

It could turn into an industry discussion piece…

See more here

 

 

NSW Aboriginal Water Strategy 

The NSW Government has launched its first Aboriginal Water Strategy, a landmark
initiative designed to recognise and uphold Aboriginal peoples’ water rights and cultural
values. Water is deeply significant for Aboriginal communities, seen as a living entity that
connects people to Country, ancestors, and cultural responsibilities. This strategy aims to
close historical gaps by promoting access, ownership, and involvement in water
management, ensuring Aboriginal voices shape decisions that affect their lands and
waterways. It aligns with the National Agreement on Closing the Gap and commits to
culturally safe engagement, respect for Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property,
and genuine partnerships across government and communities.

Read more: https://www.water.dcceew.nsw.gov.au/our-work/projects-and-
programs/nsw-aboriginal-water-strategy
 

 

 

Updated Guideline for Scheme-Specific Price
Review Requests

IPART has released an updated guideline for scheme-specific reviews of wholesale water
prices, refining the process to improve transparency and efficiency. The changes focus on
procedural aspects, including clearer timelines for providing information and provisions
for engaging external experts when needed. These updates aim to support fair and timely
reviews for wholesale customers such as Sydney Water, Hunter Water, and licensed
third-party providers under the Water Industry Competition Act 2006. While pricing
methodologies remain unchanged, stakeholders can propose alternatives during
reviews. 

Read more here

 

 

Climate Change and Australia’s $42 Billion
Flood Risk

A new Climate Council report reveals that flood risk linked to climate change has wiped
$42.2 billion from Australian property values, with one in six homes now vulnerable.
Queensland and New South Wales are hardest hit, while rising property prices mask
slower growth for flood-prone homes. The analysis shows a typical house in a flood zone
is worth about $75,500 less, and the gap between flood-prone and unaffected homes
has widened by 22 percentage points since 2000. As climate-driven floods become more
frequent and severe, economic inequality is deepening, and urgent action to cut
emissions and strengthen resilience is critical.

Learn more here

 

 

Can the Richmond River be restored? 

Image credit: Tony Batchelor

Community leaders and advocates are rallying to revive the Richmond River, which has
suffered decades of degradation from poor land management and limited public
awareness. At recent forums, environmental campaigners Steve Posselt and Graeme
Gibson highlighted the urgent need for action, stressing that the river’s decline - marked
by eroded banks, dead trees, and poor water quality - cannot be ignored. Their
grassroots “Restore the Richmond” initiative calls for stronger engagement, cultural
leadership, and practical solutions to rehabilitate wetlands and improve catchment health.
The message is clear: restoring the Richmond River will require collaboration across
communities, government, and landholders to bring life back to this vital waterway.

Read more here 

 

 

Mainstreaming Water Sensitive Cities: Lessons
from Four Years of Action

Water Sensitive Cities Australia has wrapped up its four-year Mainstreaming Program,
aimed at embedding water-sensitive practices into everyday urban planning. The initiative
delivered large-scale projects, training, and knowledge-sharing to help cities value
water’s role in liveability, climate resilience, and ecosystem health. Key achievements
include piloting community water literacy frameworks, integrating stormwater into
Melbourne’s future water planning, and developing tools for local governments to
champion water-sensitive design. By focusing on fewer, high-impact projects and
fostering cross-sector collaboration, the program has created practical solutions and
resources now widely adopted across Australia.

Read more here

 

 

AI-powered alerts help councils detect
pollution in stormwater 

Figure: How the AI-powered stormwater pollution detection system works: Images
captured by a camera are automatically analysed in the cloud, pollution events are
flagged, and instant notifications are sent to council staff.

An emerging company in Victoria are developing an AI-based system that automatically
detects and alerts staff to pollution events in stormwater drains. The approach,
developed through an innovation partnership between AI for Enviros and Bio2Lab, uses
either existing or newly installed cameras with cloud-based image analysis to identify
visible pollution such as litter, colour changes (paint spills, high sediment loads), foam or
surface sheen, and send instant email alerts to council teams.

A trial is being conducted with Banyule City Council in West Heidelberg and has shown
strong operational reliability, with minimal false alerts and no missed pollution events
observed to date. The system has successfully issued operational alerts for pollution
events, demonstrating its value as a rapid, objective monitoring tool.

The project highlights how new AI tools can reduce manual inspections and provide
continuous, real-time visibility of waterway conditions. With growing interest from
councils and water authorities, the team is now exploring opportunities for future trials
and applications in in-drain monitoring and gross pollutant traps.

For more information or to express interest, visit aiforenviros.com/ai-powered-
stormwater-detection.

Read the full article

 

 

Excess run off matters

Did you know that excess stormwater runoff is one of the biggest threats to healthy
streams in our cities? A recent PLOS Water article reveals that while many programs
focus on water quality, they often overlook the sheer volume of runoff, leading to
damaged ecosystems and reduced groundwater recharge.

The paper addresses four questions:
1. What do stormwater targets and guidance look like?
2. What are the impediments to the development of targets?
3. What are the impediments to implementation of targets?
4. What are the research gaps?

With examples from around the world, the paper determines the main impediment to the
future of healthy waterways in developing and developed urban areas is inadequate
policy and political will.

Read the full article here

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS
in NSW

  Full Cycle Expo 2025  
Disaster Risk Awareness Expo exploring a wide range of options for creating safer and
healthier communities.
When: Saturday 22 November 2025, 10 am to 4 pm
Where: Blue Mountains Planetary Health Centre, Katoomba
More information here

 

SQIDS in Focus: Charting the Future of Stormwater NSW
Treatment
A half-day seminar exploring the NSW SQID Taskforce’s new framework and key
recommendations, including a chance to have your say and network with leaders.
When: Tuesday 25 November, 12:00 pm to 5 pm
Where: Sydney Water Head Office Parramatta Square
More information here

 

Stormwater NSW ‘Cheers to the Year’ Social 
A great chance to relax and unwind with colleagues, enjoy canapes and refreshments, and
celebrate the year’s achievements.
When: Tuesday 25 November, 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm
Where: The Commercial Hotel, Parramatta
More information here

 

Hydrology & Water Resources Symposium 2025 
The 43rd Hydrology and Water Resources Symposium will explore what knowledge and
practices are needed to support effective water engineering, management and policy
outcomes.
When: Tuesday 25 November to Friday 28 November
Where: Hyatt Hotel, ACT
More information here

 

NSW Legends of Water 2025 – Celebrating Icons of the
Water Industry 
Australian Water Association’s inspiring evening of celebration and storytelling honouring
the pioneers, leaders and changemakers of the water industry.
When: Thursday 27 November, 6 pm to 11 pm
Where: Alpha Dining, 238 Castlereagh St, Sydney
More information here

 

Sydney Hydrology Day 
The first ever Sydney Hydrology Day brings together researchers from universities across
Sydney and professionals working in the field of hydrology.
When: Tuesday 10 February 2026
Where: The University of Sydney
More information here

 

UPCOMING EVENTS
beyond NSW

Bridging Silos: Skills for Collaborative

Impact 

When: Thursday 20 November, 12 pm to

1:30 pm

Where: Online

More information here

 

J O B S C O RN ER
Although there are no job advertisements for this month, we would like to make this a
regular feature of our newsletter. If you would like to advertise a position, please email
admin@stormwaternsw.asn.au.

 

  K EEP YO U R MEMB ER D ETA IL S U P TO  DATE
To make sure you stay informed about upcoming events, industry news, and important
updates from Stormwater NSW, please take a moment to check that your contact
details are current in our membership portal, now via Stormwater Australia. Having the
correct email address and phone number on file ensures you’ll receive all
communications, including newsletters, event invitations, and AGM notices. It only takes a
few minutes to log in and review your information, but it makes all the difference in
keeping you connected and ensuring you get the most out of your Stormwater NSW
membership.

 

  MEMB ERSHIP B EN EF ITS 
Stormwater NSW exists to advance the stormwater industry. Accordingly, becoming a
member is a crucial way of helping yourself, your organisation, and your industry.
Stormwater NSW links the diverse and multi-disciplinary interests of all stakeholders
within the stormwater industry, with representation at both a state and national level.
Stormwater NSW is a volunteer driven association, and membership is open to all
stormwater industry stakeholders. To join Stormwater NSW, simply access the online
form. 

If you have any queries, contact Andre on 0420526009 or email
admin@stormwaternsw.asn.au.
If you have ideas or suggestions for knowledge sharing, workshops, positions
advertised, or newsletter items, please get in touch at admin@stormwaternsw.asn.au. We
want our Stormwater NSW community to be as inclusive and collaborative as possible!

Learn more

Stormwater NSW acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land and waterways
on which we live, work and play. We pay respect to their Elders past, present and
emerging whose knowledge and wisdom have been protecting and sustaining our water
and lands for tens of thousands of years.
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