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1. NSW Government commits to auditing the stormwater management service

charge
In welcome news for the stormwater industry, the NSW Government has this month committed to
auditing statutory fees and charges that apply to local government, including the stormwater
management service charge, to align them, where appropriate, with reasonable service costs and to

index these costs with CPI, where applicable.

The NSW Government made this commitment in its response to the NSW Parliamentary inquiry into
the ability of local governments to fund infrastructure and services, which handed down its report to
the government in November last year. In making this commitment, it was noted that:

“The Government accepts the evidence received from the Inquiry that many annual charges and user
fees, such as the Stormwater Levy, have legislated caps that have not changed in many years. The
Government notes that inflation has reduced the value of these charges over time, limiting councils’
ability to use them to fund services. The Government will review these fees so that they better reflect
the cost of delivering that service efficiently.”

This commitment comes following many years of Stormwater NSW advocating on behalf of members
for the stormwater management service charge to be reviewed and culminating in Stormwater NSW’
written submission to the parliamentary inquiry. Stormwater NSW will now look for opportunities to
be involved in the government’s audit as well as continue to push for improving the sustainability of
stormwater funding overall, building on Stormwater NSW’ November 2024 seminar on stormwater
funding. Please contact Stormwater NSW if you would like to be involved.

Click here for more information.

2. Discover the new NSW Integrated Water Cycle Management Framework and self-

evaluation tool
The NSW Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (NSW DCCEEW)
recently launched the NSW Integrated Water Cycle Management (IWCM) Framework and its
supporting self-evaluation tool. The IWCM Framework is a best-practice guide for developing and



https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/lcdocs/inquiries/3040/Government%20response%20-%20Inquiry%20into%20the%20ability%20of%20local%20governments%20to%20fund%20infrastructure%20and%20services.pdf
https://water.dpie.nsw.gov.au/our-work/plans-and-strategies/integrated-water-cycle-management

delivering IWCM projects, providing clear steps for organisations to adopt an IWCM approach in
designing, delivering, and reviewing new projects and strategic plans.

The framework moves away from business-as-usual water management to harness multiple benefits
across all parts of the water cycle. It encourages early consideration of the urban water cycle in land
use planning, recognising water's critical role in creating places that foster community health and
wellbeing. There are 5 stages in the framework, each with key steps and supporting guidance
material. The accompanying excel-based self-evaluation tool translates these tasks into evaluation
criteria, helping users apply IWCM in practice.

Explore these resources and start integrating IWCM into your projects today!

Click this link to access a NSW DCCEEW webinar hosted for the regional NSW local water utility
sector that presents on IWCM in NSW in Part 2 of the webinar. For a presentation on the NSW IWCM
Framework itself just watch from 38 mins.

3. Update from the NSW Stormwater Quality Improvement Device Taskforce

We're pleased to provide you with an update on the progress of the NSW SQID Taskforce as of May
2025. The Taskforce has been actively working on developing and advancing the Stormwater Quality

Improvement Devices (SQID) project. We have several key achievements to share:

Recent Progress:
e Project Plan: The project plan has been completed and released. It is attached for your
information.
e Task Progress: Significant progress has been made with 34 out of 188 tasks completed.
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e Project Support: Colan Chin has been appointed as Project Officer to support our Project
Manager - Christine Del Duca.

o Deliverable Completion: The Deliverable “Detailed review of current assessing methods
from the SQIDEP and map out current issues with SQIDEP from previous feedback” has been
completed, and a summary report is in progress.

e Industry Engagement: Survey 1 was released to gather industry input; the data is currently
being collated.

o Meetings have also been held with IPWEA and other peak bodies to foster collaboration.

Upcoming Activities:
In the coming month, the Taskforce will be focusing on:
e Project Management Tool: MS Planner is being launched for group leads to streamline task
management.
e SQID Asset Definition: Defining SQID assets for the industry.
e Safety Criteria: Developing methods for assessing safety criteria and collating proposed
minimum safety standards.
e Lifecycle Assessment: Completing draft lifecycle assessment criteria.
e International Protocol Analysis: Conducting an analysis of International Protocols.
We are seeking further funding from industry to ensure adequate strategic and project support is
provided to our teams. If you are interested in supporting this project and group of industry
volunteers, please contact Andrew Thomas, Brad Dalrymple or David Nixon.

We value your continued support, engagement and interest in the NSW SQID Taskforce. Check out
our website for further information. Further updates will be provided as the project progresses.

4. Get to know your committee — Muray Powell

Interesting stats on Murray:

e Being playing in stormwater for the past 33 years.

e Longest serving person on the Stormwater NSW Committee - 31 years.

e He has not been the Treasurer, but has held every other position on the executive, including
president. Not surprisingly, he’s now a life member.

e In 2014, Murray was voted by his peers as one of the (currently) most influential people in
Stormwater in Australia. He is also the only person to ever have received TWO Stormie
Awards

e Heis the key author for the National Guidelines for the Maintenance of Stormwater
Treatment Measures (the yellow book). He runs the training on these Guidelines, in his now
famous Yellow Jacket!

e Many call Murray “Mr GPTs”, some are elevating this to “Godfather of GPTs” which everyone
has a chuckle at.

Murray is a director at Optimal Stormwater and claims the role of General Manager. He started
Optimal in 2009, it went profitable in 3 months and he has never looked back. Optimal now has 19
full time employees and a dozen part time employees, with offices in Brisbane, Melbourne and
headquarters in Gordon, Sydney.

Murray has two degrees — chemical engineer and an MBA. It is the first of these that sent him down
the stormwater path. He found most chem eng boring but loved working with water. He started at


https://stormwater2030.org/initiatives-sqid/

the NSW EPA in 1992 and loved protecting the water environment with this ethos still driving him
today.

The best parts of the job.... that’s easy. He gets a lot of personal satisfaction designing and
constructing stormwater treatment and harvesting solutions to leave the world in a better

place. When you see how much litter and pollution some of these devices catch, its mind
blowing. He also enjoys fixing mistakes of the past and helping councils to get all their stormwater
treatment arsenals working correctly. This normally starts with auditing of all their devices, then
rectifications, and commonly training in the O&M Guidelines. He gets a warm fuzzy feeling when
people come up to him after a training session and say “Oh my god, | learned so much, thank you.”

The worst part of the job.... that’s easy too. It’s the 3.30am starts when he jumps on a 6am flight out
of Sydney on my way to Brisbane or Melbourne or Tassie for a 16-hour day. The early starts seem
much harder than it used to be.

If he had a gazillion dollars how would | spend it on stormwater? Hmmm. With his decades of on-
ground experience, Murray knows hundreds/thousands of devices that are not working well. He
would give FREE GPTS FOR EVERYONE!!!! Plus he’d throw in a beautiful new wetland to polish it off!

Where is my favourite place to swim and why? At present that would be the ocean pool at North
Narrabeen in Sydney. He just finished doing 20km in the pool during March supporting a charity
called Laps for Life who are about mental health and preventing youth suicide. But any east coast
beach with a peeling right-hander will get his juices flowing!

Murray is a keen fisherman who will spend hours bringing home a sustainable feed for this wife and
two kids. He is also Australia’s number one selling Cocktail Book author — Legend Cocktails, which
sold 95,000 copies before he sold off the rights in 2006. So, if you catch up with Murray at a
conference.... he’ll have a Marguerita!



5. New research identifying and addressing challenges in gross pollutant trap

maintenance

This research, led by Stormwater NSW committee member Justine Barrett (CSIRO), surveyed the
Australian stormwater industry to identify key barriers to maintaining gross pollutant traps (GPTs).
The study revealed the following findings:

A lack of resources is the biggest barrier preventing effective GPT maintenance.
Inconsistent guidelines and policies prevent effective GPT maintenance.
Improvements to the regulation and enforcement of stormwater quality are necessary.
Increasing public awareness of the value in stormwater treatment is required.

Click here to access the full article

6. Our backyard river - Transforming the Cooks River into the best urban river in the
world.

The Cooks River Alliance is excited to announce a new way of talking about/thinking about the Cooks
River Catchment. 'Our Backyard River' is a campaign designed to create an inspiring shared language


https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0025326X2500445X?dgcid=coauthor

for the entire Cooks River Catchment. The campaign is part of a new strategy to rethink how an
urban river could and should be managed. The campaign wholeheartedly embraces the urban nature
of the Cooks River, with a vision for transforming it into the best urban river in the world.

Click here to learn more.

7. World Economic Forum - Water futures: Mobilising multi-stakeholder action for

resilience white paper

“Access to freshwater is changing rapidly, with water stress affecting billions of people and countless
businesses each year. Droughts and floods are becoming more frequent and severe, water pollution
continues to rise and, without urgent action, we will soon reach a tipping point. This report outlines
key pathways to strengthen water resilience, through private sector and multi-stakeholder action,
and secure the future of water for society and the global economy”.

Click here to learn more.

8. Engineers Australia — 5 pressing issues for Australia’s water future

Australia’s growing cities and shifting climate demand smarter, cleaner and more resilient water
systems. The question isn’t if we need change, but how fast we can act.

These are the 5 most pressing issues to consider:

e Recycled water

e PFAS
e Growing cities
e Energy

e Role of engineers
Click here to learn more.

9. Keen to grow your professional skills and make a real impact in the stormwater
industry?

The NSW Stormwater Association is on the lookout for passionate, energetic individuals to join our

committee! This is a fantastic opportunity to develop your professional capabilities in areas that are

often not available in your day job and network such as governance, finance, event management,


https://ourbackyardriver.com.au/
https://www.weforum.org/publications/water-futures-mobilizing-multi-stakeholder-action-for-resilience/
https://createdigital.org.au/5-pressing-issues-water-future/?_hsenc=p2ANqtz-97gM3sJt11HsFVmV5FknNTrxjbgS_cDO-xmeu565zm-34oyip0VEmeoA8Pw2d4nzFWDBHRkxQlN9Aw-fZ1pFYz1lFv6Q

marketing, and advocacy. Plus, you’ll be alongside a highly motivated people helping shape the
future of stormwater management in NSW and beyond.

We'll be welcoming new committee members at our Annual General Meeting (AGM) in August 2025.
With so much happening in the stormwater space right now, there’s never been a better time to get
involved. If you're interested or just curious, we'd love to have a chat—get in touch!

UPCOMING EVENTS - NSW

Stormwater NSW Webinar — Asset Rich: Opportunities for getting the most from your stormwater
assets

Stormwater and waterway asset management can be frustrated by limited budgets, challenges in
data collection and analysis, and unclear links to environmental and flood protection goals. This
lunchtime webinar will showcase opportunities for addressing these challenges. You’ll hear from
leading practitioners about the latest methods for data collection and analysis, new thinking linking
asset condition and performance, the need to inform operational and capital works program, and
improving asset management maturity.

When: Wednesday, 4 June 2025

Where: Online

Cost: Free for Stormwater NSW members, $50 for non-members

Click here to register.

franc.2025 Conference powered by Stormwater NSW

When: 15 - 16 October 2025 (with pre and post conference events)
Where: Mercure Hotel, Hunter Valley Gardens, Pokolbin.

Theme: Building partnerships - finding solutions

Click here to find out more.

UPCOMING EVENTS - Beyond

OzWater Conference 2025
When: 20 - 22 May 2025

Where: Adelaide, South Australia
More information here

Victoria Stormwater Conference 2025
When: 3 - 4 June 2025

Where: Wangaratta, Victoria

More information here

Global Conference on Sandy Soils 2025


mailto:admin@stormwaternsw.asn.au
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When: 21 - 24 July 2025
Where: Perth, Western Australia
More information here

Urban Biodiversity and Design (URBIO) in Australasia Research, teaching, and collaboration
opportunities east to west

When: 31 July — 2 August 2025

Where: Perth, Western Australia

More information here

International River Symposium 2025
When: 8 - 10 Sep 2025

Where: Brisbane, Queensland

More information here

IWA Water Efficiency Conference 2025
When: 16 - 18 Sep 2025

Where: Melbourne, Victoria

More information here

MEMBERSHIPS and KNOWLEDGE SHARING

Stormwater NSW exists to represent and support its members, and to link the diverse and multi-

disciplinary interests of all stakeholders within the stormwater industry, representing them at both a
state and national level. Stormwater NSW is a not-for-profit association, and membership is open to
all stormwater industry stakeholders. To join Stormwater NSW, simply access the online form. If you

have any queries, contact us on 02 9744 5252 or email admin@stormwaternsw.asn.au.

If you have ideas or suggestions for knowledge sharing workshops or newsletter items, please get in
touch at admin@stormwaternsw.asn.au. We want our Stormwater NSW community to be as
inclusive and collaborative as possible!
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