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NEWS 

1. franc.2025 call for abstracts 

Our committee is excited to be bringing the stormwater community another franc conference.  

franc is about being future focused and fostering resilient and networked communities to meet the 

complex environmental and social challenges we face.  

 

As always, franc is seeking presentation submissions that illustrate ‘franc’ concepts in application. 

More specifically, in 2025 we are seeking presentation submissions on the following themes:  

• Policy and partnerships 

• Urban Waterways 

• Future-proofing stormwater 

• Asset planning and management 

We are also seeking poster submissions and workshop facilitators.  

All submissions are due Monday, 14 April 2025. 

 

2. Tell us what you want to see at franc.2025 

The Stormwater NSW committee puts a lot of thought into making the franc conference topical and 

relevant to our members. This year, we would like your help in designing the conference. Yes – we 

are going to make you work for it! Please help us out by filling in this 2-minute online survey to share 

your thoughts.  

Click here to access survey.  

 

3. Get to know your committee – Lachlan Shackcloth-Bertinetti 

Lachlan Shackcloth-Bertinetti from Ocean Protect has been on the committee since 2022 and took 

over the role of treasurer of Stormwater NSW in 2023.  

With over a decade of industry experience he comes with a wealth of knowledge and perspectives 

that are valuable to the committee, executive and broader operations and undertaking of 

Stormwater NSW. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/9ZJ96NS


 

 

A note from Lachlan:  

I am deeply passionate about protecting our waterways and ensuring a cleaner future for our oceans 

and with years of experience in the stormwater management industry, I’ve seen firsthand the impact 

that pollution has on our environment. 

Being part of the industry for over a decade, I see the opportunity to serve on the committee as a way 

of giving back to the industry that has given me so much over the years. Specifically in my role as 

Treasurer, my educational background and position as a senior member of management at Ocean 

Protect - give me the skills necessary to assist the association. My vision is to bring clarity to the 

financial position of the association and provide clear guidance to the committee on how we can 

position the association for financial success into the future. 

Beyond my role as treasurer, I also chair the advocacy sub-committee and as a passionate advocate 

for protecting our waterways, I am committed to driving real change in stormwater management and 

ocean conservation.  

Our sub-committee’s focus is on big-picture strategies that influence policy, innovation, and public 

awareness, personally I am a strong believer in the power of education and collaboration to drive 

meaningful change and outcomes. 

We are always looking for member input to help guide our focus and actions, so please do not 

hesitate to reach out to me directly or any member of the broader committee with any ideas, 

comments, or areas of focus that you think would be for the betterment of the industry. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/lachlan-shackcloth-bertinetti-oceanprotect/


 

 

 

 

4. Disaster Ready Funding available 

Round 3 of the Disaster Ready Fund (DRF) is now open for applications. As per the guidelines, 

applications are to be submitted to state and territory government lead agencies by 2 April 2025. The 

NSW Reconstruction Authority (RA) is responsible for coordinating NSW applications.   

The DRF provides investment in disaster mitigation across infrastructure and systemic disaster risk 

reduction projects, to address any, or multiple, natural hazards including extreme weather events 

and geological hazards. 

The objectives of the program are to:   

• increase the understanding of natural disaster impacts, as a first step towards reducing the 

risk of future natural disaster impacts, 

https://www.nema.gov.au/sites/default/files/2025-01/Disaster%20Ready%20Fund%20Round%20Three%202025-26%20Guidelines.pdf


 

 

• increase the resilience, adaptive capacity and/or preparedness of governments, community 

service organisations and affected communities to future natural disasters to minimise the 

potential impact of natural hazards and reduce the risk of future natural disasters, 

• reduce the exposure to risk, harm and/or severity of a natural hazard’s impacts, including 

reducing the recovery burden for governments, cohorts at disproportionate disaster risk, 

and/or affected communities. 

The program is funded by the Australian Government and administered by NSW Reconstruction 

Authority. Click here for further information. 

 

5. NSW Government responses to inquiry on climate change impacts on 
planning system 

 
The NSW Government recently released a report titled “Portfolio Committee No. 7 – Inquiry report 

into the planning system and the impacts of climate change on the environment and communities.” 

This report describes the governments response to the 18 recommendations put forward by a 

designated committee in late 2024. 

 

The results are mixed with 6.5 recommendations supported, 2 supported-in-principle, 8.5 noted and 

2 unsupported. The main theme in the supported recommendations are preparing and managing 

future climate change risks.  

 

Click here to access the report.  

 

6. Recent erosion and sediment control webinar 

On 6 March, Stormwater NSW hosted a one and a half hour, free-to-members webinar on erosion 

and sediment control (E&SC) as part of its ongoing series of industry events.   

Nearly 130 attendees heard from four engaging speakers on leading approaches to E&SC.  Our 

speakers were Kel Sanson from Strategic Environmental and Engineering Consulting (SEEC), Kate 

Balding from Shoalhaven City Council, Andrew Mavin from McDonald Jones Homes (MJH) Group and 

Dallas Frazier from the Australasian chapter of the International Erosion Control Association (IECA). 

The speakers were passionate and united in their calls for continuous improvement in E&SC 

practice. They stressed the need for a proactive and consistent approach to E&SC as well as 

cultivating an attitude of respect for the site, the environment and the customer.  

A summarised transcript of the webinar as well as the webinar recording will be made available to 

Stormwater NSW members.   

The next webinar is being planned for late May. Please reach out if you have suggestions for webinar 

topics or speakers. We are always keen to get your input.  

 

 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/grants-and-funding/disaster-ready-fund
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/lcdocs/inquiries/2987/Report%20No.%2024%20-%20PC7%20-%20Planning%20system%20and%20the%20impacts%20of%20climate%20change%20on%20the%20environment%20and%20communities.PDF
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/lcdocs/inquiries/2987/Government%20response%20-%20Report%20No.%2024%20-%20PC7%20-%20Planning%20system%20and%20the%20impacts%20of%20climate%20change%20on%20the%20environment%20and%20communities.pdf


 

 

7. Triggers and thresholds adaptation planning in coastal management program 

The NSW Government has recently released the ‘Triggers and thresholds Adaptation planning in 

Coastal Management Program.’ These guidelines provide advice for managing risks related to coastal- 

specific natural hazards associated with future conditions from climate change. It is intended to be 

used in the development and implementation of coastal management programs.  

Click here to access the document.  

 
 

 

8. SQIDEP Governance Review Survey – Stormwater Australia 

In 2024, the Stormwater Australia Board initiated a major review of the Stormwater Quality 

Improvement Device Evaluation Protocol (SQIDEP). The review focused on program direction, 

performance, governance, structure, management, operations and administration. The draft 

recommendations from the working group are now available and we are eager to hear your 

thoughts. 

Click here to read recommendations and provide feedback.  

 

https://www2.environment.nsw.gov.au/publications/triggers-and-thresholds
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SQIDEP1


 

 

9. New PhD research project on bioretention systems plant health and ecology 

Western Sydney University is offering a terrific research opportunity for a PhD candidate under the 

supervision of Professor Atuar Rahman. The student will be working with a Blacktown City Council 

(BCC) construction of six full scale bioretention cells with different filter media and design 

characteristics at the Ponds in BCC area. This is one of the largest full-scale bioretention/water 

quality monitoring projects ever undertaken in Australia. 

Click here for more information. 

 
 

10. Green roofs deliver for biodiversity 

In the 1990’s, a mandate in Basel, Switzerland, saw all new or renovated buildings install a ‘green 

roof.’ In late February, the Guardian published an article outlining the benefits of green roofs, 

including the storage of water during storms and the cooling of air during heatwaves. They also 

shield citizens from noise, reduce air pollution and provide a home to wildlife that people can also 

enjoy.  

Read the full article here.  

 
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
franc.2025 Conference powered by Stormwater NSW 

When: 15 - 16 October 2025 (with pre and post conference events) 

Where: Mercure Hotel, Hunter Valley Gardens, Pokolbin. 

Theme: Building partnerships - finding solutions 

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS are NOW OPEN! 

 
Stormwater Victoria Webinar  

Topic: Working Towards Healthy Urban Waterways – Opportunities and Challenges in Stormwater 

Management 

When: 3 April 2025, 12 – 1pm 

Where: Online  

Cost: $15 

Register here 

 

Flood Management Australia Conference 

When: 13 - 16 May 2025 

Where: Melbourne, Victoria  

More information here 

 

OzWater Conference 2025 

https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/schools/grs/scholarships/current_scholarships/current_scholarships/phd_research_project_on_bioretention_systems_plant_health_and_ecology
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/feb/28/green-roofs-deliver-for-biodiversity-how-basel-put-nature-on-top?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://gems.eventsair.com/2025-svic-april-webinar/rego/Site/Register
https://floodplainconference.com/
https://floodplainconference.com/


 

 

When: 20 - 22 May 2025 

Where: Adelaide, South Australia  

More information here 

 

Victoria Stormwater Conference 2025  

When: 3 - 4 June 2025 

Where: Wangaratta, Victoria 

More information here 

 

Global Conference on Sandy Soils 2025 

When: 21 - 24 July 2025 

Where: Perth, Western Australia 

More information here 
 
International River Symposium 2025 
When: 8 - 10 Sep 2025 
Where: Brisbane, Queensland 
More information here 
 

IWA Water Efficiency Conference 2025 
When: 16 - 18 Sep 2025 
Where: Melbourne, Victoria 
More information here 
 

 

MEMBERSHIPS and KNOWLEDGE SHARING 

 

Stormwater NSW exists to represent and support its members, and to link the diverse and multi-

disciplinary interests of all stakeholders within the stormwater industry, representing them at both a 

state and national level. Stormwater NSW is a not-for-profit association, and membership is open to 

all stormwater industry stakeholders. To join Stormwater NSW, simply access the online form.  If you 

have any queries, contact us on 02 9744 5252 or email admin@stormwaternsw.asn.au. 

 

If you have ideas or suggestions for knowledge sharing workshops or newsletter items, please get in 

touch at admin@stormwaternsw.asn.au. We want our Stormwater NSW community to be as 

inclusive and collaborative as possible! 

 

 

https://www.ozwater.org/cs/c/?cta_guid=7c871aa2-2f06-4bc7-8f38-c9a3e210d2b7&signature=AAH58kH657eh798Pq69j6L3Znz1WnENHDQ&portal_id=14568786&pageId=77767026326&placement_guid=1b50af1d-802b-47d1-b7cd-2ea0ceea51c0&click=36f6c325-418d-45bc-8298-ecc99b515772&redirect_url=APefjpEp6trMXW3T83s7_I9F_No7AZjnIzBJsT9m2zd6zM0UHVShdKvGg0iCjg56F9MgCZGJVS-lRliaYlWZGhvGFghKADphFDROvcpYlmFUtXXrUdgvACIN1uvjIZXc20d0zXQeDJFz&hsutk=db032be27ca5b90b6cd1febef4ae63a4&canon=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ozwater.org%2F&ts=1736384846149&__hstc=99023297.db032be27ca5b90b6cd1febef4ae63a4.1736384849897.1736384849897.1736384849897.1&__hssc=99023297.1.1736384849897&__hsfp=2451522017&contentType=standard-page
https://www.ozwater.org/?_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9SCFlIqZahD4uE1cqrIhYk6CeY9JNHrQIFKbWHK32h3e4zcOuS39jm5AlbrqQE29hiCGfawJXjdEc-p9c4xnS65de2hA&_hsmi=337613723
https://gems.eventsair.com/2025-stormwater-victoria-conference/#:~:text=The%20Stormwater%20Victoria%20Conference%20Organising,and%20Wednesday%204%20June%202025.
https://sandysoils.org/
https://www.riverfoundation.org.au/international-river-symposium/
https://www.riverfoundation.org.au/international-river-symposium/
https://www.awa.asn.au/upcoming-events/iwaefficiency25
https://gems.eventsair.com/snsw-membership/new-member/Site/Register

