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NEWS 

1. Franc.2025 early bird tickets are available now! 

We are excited to bring some fabulous speakers to our conference in October this year, set in the 

beautiful Hunter Valley. The conference is the perfect opportunity to learn, connect and be inspired 

by your industry colleagues.  

At this year’s conference we have: 

 Two great pre-conference workshops  

o Daniel Rider and Andrew Thomas walking you through the new WSUD Maintenance 

Compliance Framework  

o Murray Powell’s legendary Yellow Book training (the Guidelines for the Maintenance 

of Stormwater Treatment Measures. 

 Keynote and panel discussions on  

o The new AR&R Guidelines and Climate Change 

o Catchment Management and Reform 

o Outcomes from the 2025 NSW SQID Taskforce 

 The program is live, and we have almost 40 presentations on advances, problem solving and 

collaborations on all thing’s stormwater related.  

 The 2025 Stormwater NSW Awards for Excellence. 

 Franc.fest – a social evening to drop the formalities and be merry! 

 A technical tour to see great examples of theory put into practice. 

If you can’t make it to the whole conference, have a look at the draft program and consider coming 

up for a day. Check out the program here and book your tickets here. For any conference questions 

please contact our conference chair Nerida Taylor (vicepresident@stormwaternsw.asn.au). 

 

2. IPART Draft Determination on Sydney Water Pricing (2025–30) 

The Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART) has recently released its draft 

determination into Sydney Water’s prices for 2025-2030. IPART’s review determines what Sydney 

Water can charge customers to provide water, wastewater, stormwater, and other services over the 

next 5 years. 

https://gems.eventsair.com/franc-2025/2025-program
https://gems.eventsair.com/franc-2025/fees
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ipart.nsw.gov.au%2Fdocuments%2Fdraft-report%2Fdraft-report-review-prices-sydney-water-corporation-1-october-2025-may-2025%3Ftimeline_id%3D17609&data=05%7C02%7CLEANNE.NIBLOCK%40sydneywater.com.au%7C226802301d31465d051208dda3b86425%7C8351bb5c749d4ee4b1c471a3971acbe9%7C0%7C0%7C638846734566291428%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xHMs7bvU0BWRDb9pqxgzK%2BJnBRlekfN8zO7IF78fEWc%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ipart.nsw.gov.au%2Fdocuments%2Fdraft-report%2Fdraft-report-review-prices-sydney-water-corporation-1-october-2025-may-2025%3Ftimeline_id%3D17609&data=05%7C02%7CLEANNE.NIBLOCK%40sydneywater.com.au%7C226802301d31465d051208dda3b86425%7C8351bb5c749d4ee4b1c471a3971acbe9%7C0%7C0%7C638846734566291428%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xHMs7bvU0BWRDb9pqxgzK%2BJnBRlekfN8zO7IF78fEWc%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 

The draft determination noted that Sydney Water has been careful with spending, has improved how 

it delivers services, and that it needs to plan for future growth by renewing ageing infrastructure and 

building new plants. In its review, IPART also notes that cost of living impacts have been a key 

consideration in its decision making. 

Sydney Water’s proposal notes that investment is needed now to avoid bigger costs in the future, 

including ensuring timely delivery of infrastructure needed for housing, water supply reliability and 

environmental performance. The draft determination proposes to reduce Sydney Water’s planned 

capital spending on upgrades and new infrastructure by 35% ($5.9 billion) over the next five 

years.  Under IPART’s proposal, typical household water bills would increase by an average of $1.17 

per week over the next 5 years, compared to Sydney Water’s proposed $2.50 per week.    

Stormwater NSW president, Andrew Thomas, had this to say on the draft report: “I believe the 

proposed report doesn’t consider projected growth adequately and therefore heightens the risk that 

demand will outstrip funding over the next five years. This may result in reduced quality of service in 

sewage management and potable water supply, which will ultimately impact stormwater systems 

and waterways. And all this to reduce peoples water bills by just $1.33 per week. The proposal may 

also affect Sydney Water’s capacity to address their stormwater services”.  

New prices will come into effect from 1 October 2025. You can share your feedback with IPART on 

their draft decisions and recommendations until 23 June 2025. 

 

 

3. Update from the NSW Stormwater Quality Improvement Device Taskforce 

We're pleased to provide you with an update on the progress of the NSW SQID Taskforce as of June 

2025. The Taskforce has been actively working on developing and advancing the Stormwater Quality 

Improvement Devices (SQID) project. We have several key achievements to share: 

 

Recent Progress: 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ipart.nsw.gov.au%2Fdocuments%2Fdraft-report%2Fdraft-report-review-prices-sydney-water-corporation-1-october-2025-may-2025%3Ftimeline_id%3D17609&data=05%7C02%7CLEANNE.NIBLOCK%40sydneywater.com.au%7C226802301d31465d051208dda3b86425%7C8351bb5c749d4ee4b1c471a3971acbe9%7C0%7C0%7C638846734566310371%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xqo1QEH%2Fnfwmfw8uDBDpQM175QlFa3AdXF4MulGtn7Y%3D&reserved=0
https://stormwater2030.org/initiatives-sqid/
https://stormwater2030.org/initiatives-sqid/


 

 

• Task Progress: Significant progress has been made with 64 out of 223 tasks completed. 

• Deliverable Completion: The Deliverable “Develop a set of guiding principles for 

development of assessment criteria and methodology” has been completed, and a summary 

report is in progress. 

• The team is working hard to investigate and provide industry guidance on all things SQID 

including installation, maintenance, life cycle costings, safety, governance, performance and 

sustainability.  

• We are working hard to provide a document defining SQID assets etc., for the NSW 

stormwater industry.  

• Industry Engagement: We continue to engage with IPWEA, Water Sensitive Cities Australia 

and other peak bodies to foster collaboration. 

 

Upcoming Activities: 

In the coming month, the Taskforce will be focusing on: 

• The project teams continue to meet regularly to progress the Taskforce deliverables. 

• The entire taskforce will meet mid-June so both Sub-Committees can share progress and 

information and undertake a project “check in” as a whole team.  

• We will begin monthly team profiles of our taskforce members on the website. 

 

We are seeking further funding from industry to ensure adequate strategic and project support is 

provided to our teams. If you are interested in supporting this project and group of industry 

volunteers, please contact Andrew Thomas, Brad Dalrymple or David Nixon. 

We value your continued support, engagement and interest in the NSW SQID Taskforce. Check out 

our website for further information. Further updates will be provided as the project progresses. 

 

 

4. Sydney Water Community Grants 

Sydney Water, through its annual Community Grants Program, supports local community groups 

across Greater Sydney, the Blue Mountains, and the Illawarra area. With a shared goal to build 

thriving and sustainable communities, the Community Grants Program supports project teams 

with innovative ideas to put projects into action that benefit local communities. 

Applications are sought from grassroots community groups, volunteer organisations, education 

institutions, local government with community partners, sporting groups, and other community-

minded organisations that share Sydney Water’s vision of creating a better life for today and 

generations to come. 

Grants applications must be submitted by 5pm Monday 16 June 2025. 

Click here for more information.  

 

mailto:president@stormwaternsw.asn.au
mailto:bradd@oceanprotect.com.au
mailto:david@stormwatersydney.com
https://stormwater2030.org/initiatives-sqid/
https://www.sydneywater.com.au/about-us/our-organisation/who-we-sponsor/community-grants.html


 

 

 
 

5. Stormwater NSW webinar sponsor 

In case you are not aware, stormwater industry associations will never be listed in the top 10 

wealthiest organisations! The team of volunteers work hard to bring information to you, through 

newsletters, webinars, the conference and various advocacy avenues. Having sponsors on board help 

keep us ticking along so we can bring you more. On that note, we are pleased to welcome Water 

Technology as our webinar sponsor. Water Technology provides expert insight and practical solutions 

for surface water, groundwater, coastal and environmental challenges. In NSW, they have offices in 

Sydney and Armidale. Thank you, Water Technology for supporting Stormwater NSW’s webinar 

program and, therefore, the Stormwater Industry!  

 

[Please reach out to the Stormwater NSW committee if you are interested in sponsorship 

opportunities. We’d love to have you onboard!] 

 

6. Keen to grow your professional skills and make a real impact in the stormwater 

industry? 

The NSW Stormwater Association is on the lookout for passionate, energetic individuals to join our 

committee! This is a fantastic opportunity to develop your professional capabilities in areas that are 

often not available in your day job and network such as governance, finance, event management, 

marketing, and advocacy. Plus, you’ll be alongside highly motivated people helping shape the future 

of stormwater management in NSW and beyond. 

 

We’ll be welcoming new committee members at our Annual General Meeting (AGM) in August 2025. 

With so much happening in the stormwater space right now, there’s never been a better time to get 

involved. If you're interested or just curious, we’d love to have a chat—get in touch! 

 

 

7. International conference – Call for abstracts 

The Low Impact Development Conference in the USA is calling for abstracts. The conference will be 

held in Florida in March 2026 and is an opportunity to learn what is going on in the WSUD/LID space 

internationally. Click here to find out more.  

https://www.watertech.com.au/
https://www.watertech.com.au/
mailto:president@stormwaternsw.asn.au;%20vicepresident@stormwaternsw.asn.au;%20secretary@stormwaternsw.asn.au
mailto:admin@stormwaternsw.asn.au
https://www.lidconference.org/


 

 

 

 

8. New flood resistant standards in the USA 

Produced by the American Society of Civil Engineers, the Flood Resistant Design and Construction, 

ASCE/SEI 24-24, provides minimum requirements for flood resistant design and construction of 

structures that are subject to building code requirements or floodplain management regulations in 

flood hazard areas. This standard applies to new construction, including subsequent work to such 

structures, and work classified as substantial improvement of existing structures that are not historic 

structures. Click here to find out more information.  

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS - NSW 

 

franc.2025 Conference powered by Stormwater NSW 

The program is ready! Check it out here. Early bird tickets are available until 31 July 2025. 

When: 15 - 16 October 2025 (with pre and post conference events) 

Where: Mercure Hotel, Hunter Valley Gardens, Pokolbin. 

Theme: Building partnerships - finding solutions 

Click here to find out more  

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS - Beyond 

 

ALDE and Melbourne Water Industry Update and What’s New! 

When: 12 June 2025, 10:00 AEST 

Where: Online 

Cost: Free 

More information here 
 

Global Conference on Sandy Soils 2025 

When: 21 - 24 July 2025 

Where: Perth, Western Australia 

More information here 
 
Urban Biodiversity and Design (URBIO) in Australasia Research, teaching, and collaboration 

opportunities east to west 

When: 31 July – 2 August 2025 

Where: Perth, Western Australia 

More information here 
 
Stormwater Queensland – Griffith University: Using adaptive leadership to successfully drive 

change to promote integrated water management 

When: 28 Aug 2025, 12:00 – 13:00pm AEST 

Where: Online 

https://ascelibrary.org/doi/book/10.1061/9780784485781
https://gems.eventsair.com/franc-2025/2025-program
https://gems.eventsair.com/PresentationPortal/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2FPresentationPortal%2Ffranc-2025%2Fabstracts
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_RyQjSZrkT8iE8w0U83WpEg#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_RyQjSZrkT8iE8w0U83WpEg#/registration
https://sandysoils.org/
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:a1282359-05ee-4fa2-8afc-3c1eec7c2f18?viewer%21megaVerb=group-discover


 

 

Click here to register 

 
International River Symposium 2025 
When: 8 - 10 Sep 2025 
Where: Brisbane, Queensland 
More information here 
 

IWA Water Efficiency Conference 2025 
When: 16 - 18 Sep 2025 
Where: Melbourne, Victoria 
More information here 
 

 

MEMBERSHIPS and KNOWLEDGE SHARING 

 

Stormwater NSW exists to represent and support its members, and to link the diverse and multi-

disciplinary interests of all stakeholders within the stormwater industry, representing them at both a 

state and national level. Stormwater NSW is a not-for-profit association, and membership is open to 

all stormwater industry stakeholders. To join Stormwater NSW, simply access the online form.  If you 

have any queries, contact us on 02 9744 5252 or email admin@stormwaternsw.asn.au. 

 

If you have ideas or suggestions for knowledge sharing workshops or newsletter items, please get in 

touch at admin@stormwaternsw.asn.au. We want our Stormwater NSW community to be as 

inclusive and collaborative as possible! 

 

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/4ad6deb3-8272-49f7-bc0c-0c105232b22d@a47f8d5a-a5f2-4813-a71a-f0d70679e236
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/4ad6deb3-8272-49f7-bc0c-0c105232b22d@a47f8d5a-a5f2-4813-a71a-f0d70679e236
https://www.riverfoundation.org.au/international-river-symposium/
https://www.riverfoundation.org.au/international-river-symposium/
https://www.awa.asn.au/upcoming-events/iwaefficiency25
https://gems.eventsair.com/snsw-membership/new-member/Site/Register

