
 

 

 

February 2025 

 

NEWS 

1. SQIDEP Update from Stormwater Australia - Phasing Out the SQIDEP Body of 

Evidence Pathway 

In the last six months, significant feedback from industry stakeholders has highlighted the 

need to phase out the Body of Evidence (BoE) pathway and focus on the Field Evaluation 

pathway. Although no specific sunset timeframe was set for the BoE as an interim pathway, 

now that the program has been operational for six years, the Stormwater Australia Board 

has determined it is appropriate to discontinue BoE applications. 

Effective 1 January 2025, the BoE pathway will no longer be available for SQIDEP 

applications. Please note that any BoE applications currently in progress will not be affected 

by this decision. 

The Stormwater Australia website will be updated shortly to reflect these changes. 

Additionally, we anticipate that the SQIDEP review working group recommendations will be 

available for industry feedback soon. If you have any questions or comments, please don’t 

hesitate to reach out. 

 

2. NSW SQIDEP taskforce 

The NSW Stormwater Quality Improvement Device (SQID) Task Force is here! While 

Stormwater NSW has representation on the Task Force, it’s an independent industry-driven 

task force made up of practitioners from the commercial, local government, and research 

sectors of the stormwater industry and is set up under the Stormwater 2030 initiative. The 

main objective of the Task Force is to identify and provide recommendations that will 

enable the improvement of the approval process of SQIDs in NSW.  

To achieve this objective, the working group will seek to address two key areas concerning 

SQIDs:  

(1) SQID performance (i.e., their ability to remove pollutants) and  

(2) SQID life cycle costs and operational safety 

https://www.stormwateraustralia.com.au/contact/


 

 

The first committee meeting took place on the 23 January 2025, and the first workshop is 

scheduled for the 13 February 2025.  For more, and to keep abreast of updates, visit 

Stormwater 2030’s website here. 

 

3. Optimal Stormwater Clean Up 

On a beautiful summer afternoon, some of the Optimal Stormwater team decided to get 

down and dirty. Six of them spent an hour cleaning up 300m of one shoreline of Narrabeen 

Lakes in Sydney. In that short time, they collected five bags or about 1.5 cubic meters of 

pure litter. They spread the litter out on a tarp to show the volume and variety of litter 

collected. Optimal Stormwater boss-man Murray Powell reflects that “as a society, we 

should do so much better. But I was really proud of the guys that rolled up their sleeves for 

the environment in North Narrabeen.” 

 

 
 

4. Shelter-in-Place guideline for flash flooding 

The NSW Government has recently finalised the Shelter-in-Place guideline for flash 

flooding to provide consistent guidance for councils and consent authorities to undertake 

site-specific, risk based assessments to assess if shelter-in-place is a suitable emergency 

management strategy for development proposed in flash flood environments.  

Interestingly, the new guidelines state that councils should set up a register of all locations 

using shelter in place. Currently, few NSW councils keep a centralised register of the location 

of private flood infrastructure, such as shelter in place, and also do not check that it is being 

maintained to minimise the ongoing impact of flash flooding on properties.  

https://stormwater2030.org/initiatives-sqid/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.planningportal.nsw.gov.au%2Fdraftplans%2Funder-consideration%2Fshelter-place-guideline&data=05%7C02%7Cnerida.taylor%40sydneywater.com.au%7C2f3b4e657077455972d908dd41987912%7C8351bb5c749d4ee4b1c471a3971acbe9%7C0%7C0%7C638738845344688916%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6Kd%2F9NZzFKz1poyZs5jqaJe%2BXOxPJRSOUofFCa%2F7tdU%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.planningportal.nsw.gov.au%2Fdraftplans%2Funder-consideration%2Fshelter-place-guideline&data=05%7C02%7Cnerida.taylor%40sydneywater.com.au%7C2f3b4e657077455972d908dd41987912%7C8351bb5c749d4ee4b1c471a3971acbe9%7C0%7C0%7C638738845344688916%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6Kd%2F9NZzFKz1poyZs5jqaJe%2BXOxPJRSOUofFCa%2F7tdU%3D&reserved=0


 

 

Anecdotally, we know that a lack of record keeping by councils of assets in private ownership 

is a major barrier to ensuring that private flood control measures (and similarly private 

Water Sensitive Urban Design). Perhaps this new guideline is an opportunity for councils to 

consider creating a register for all privately owned flooding and water quality assets and to 

consider enforcing maintenance compliance to better manage stormwater quantity and 

quality. 

 

5. IPART gives thumbs up for NSW’s Risk Based Framework for protecting urban 

waterways  

IPART have published the Final Report on the efficient costs of Sydney Water’s stormwater 

scheme in the Mamre Road industrial precinct and how those costs should be allocated to 

developers, taxpayers and others.  

A key takeaway from this report is that IPART has, in effect, given independent approval of 

the application of the NSW Risk-Based Framework for developing localised waterway 

protection guidelines. Hence, this is an important win for the NSW government’s Risk-Based 

Framework and its application to protecting urban waterways and instituting sustainable 

urban stormwater management. The approval sets a precedent for future applications in 

urban planning, stormwater management, and the protection of our waterways.   

More takeaways from the Final Report from Sydney Water: 

• IPART have found that the waterway health targets “set through the Government’s 

risk-based framework and subjected to wide consultation and scientific review, are 

necessary to protect the waterway from continuous degradation”. (Page 5) 

This is a significant position to justify the value in setting locally based waterway 

health targets and identifying ecosystem tipping points on which to set stormwater 

controls. This should see significant ramifications for planning stormwater projects in 

the future.   

• IPART have been clear that although the stormwater approach may gain additional 

non-market benefits, including urban cooling and water supply resilience, developers 

benefit most from the scheme and should fund it. In fact, IPART estimated “for every 

$1 in increased project costs associated with implementing Sydney Water’s regional 

stormwater scheme, developers would save around $9”. (Page 49) 

• IPART considers efficient costs of the scheme, including an additional 16% reduction 

in costs mostly based on design efficiencies. Sydney Water outlined their position on 

this through the public submissions process (see draft report here).  

 

https://www.ipart.nsw.gov.au/documents/final-report/final-report-mamre-road-stormwater-scheme-november-2024
https://www2.environment.nsw.gov.au/publications/risk-based-framework-considering-waterway-health-outcomes-strategic-land-use-planning-decisions
https://www.ipart.nsw.gov.au/documents/final-report/final-report-mamre-road-stormwater-scheme-november-2024
https://www.ipart.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/cm9_documents/Online-Submission-Sydney-Water-K.-Beatty-21-Oct-2024-174702912.PDF


 

 

 
 

6. Stormwater NSW Advocacy – IPART Pricing 

In December 2025, Stormwater NSW joined Parramatta River Catchment Group (PRCG) and 

the Cooks River Alliance (CRA) to write a submission regarding IPART’s ‘Have your say’ on 

prices for Sydney Water Corporation from 1 July 2025 (i.e., Sydney Water’s 2025-30 Price 

Proposal). It backs up our presence and participation at the IPART Public Hearing for Prices 

for Sydney Water Corporation from 1 July 2025 (i.e., Sydney Water’s Price Proposal 2025-30). 

 

7. Global scale assessment of urban precipitation anomalies 

This research reports a global analysis of urban precipitation anomalies encompassing over 

one thousand cities worldwide. This study provides global evidence of noticeable urban 

precipitation anomalies, especially in hot and humid climates. Beyond the anticipated 

influence of local climate, our findings reveal that higher levels of urbanisation enhance 

these urban precipitation anomalies. This research not only deepens our understanding of 

how cities shape precipitation but also establishes the groundwork for incorporating 

urbanization considerations into future precipitation projections. Click here to access the full 

article.   

https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2311496121
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2311496121


 

 

If you want a great visual representation of rainfall in Australia over the last 100 years check 

out these rainfall maps from the BOM  

 

 
 
 
 

8. Urban Rivers and Catchments Program – Round two projects announced! 

Minister for the Environment and Water, the Hon Tanya Plibersek MP, has announced over 

50 projects awarded grants under round two of the Australian Government’s Urban Rivers 

and Catchments Program, funded through the Natural Heritage Trust. 

The grants, totalling $108 million over 4 years, comprise stream one projects (between 

$150,000 to $2 million in grant funding) and stream two projects (between $2 million to $10 

million in grant funding).  

Ku-ring-gai Council has welcomed up to $1.37 million in Australian Government funding to 

investigate and commence works to improve tree canopy and reduce creek bank erosion in 

Flying Fox Reserve in Gordon.  

Click here to see the list of projects. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/history/rainfall/
https://insidelocalgovernment.com.au/ku-ring-gai-welcomes-1-37m-grant-for-flying-fox-reserve/
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/biodiversity/conservation/urban-rivers-catchments-program#new-south-wales_2


 

 

9. Australian Water Association – Stakeholder Survey – Have your Say 

The AWA is developing their Strategy 2030 and want to hear from you through the AWA 

Strategy Survey. It takes just 10-15 minutes to complete and is completely anonymous. Your 

feedback will be grouped together with others’ responses to guide the AWA Board in making 

informed decisions for the next phase of their strategy. 

Click here to take the survey 

 
 

10. Is Australia’s recycled water future divided by generations? 

“As younger generations gradually take on leadership roles, the acceptance of recycled water 

in Australia is likely to grow and become more acceptable in communities around the 

country”.  

Find out more here. 

 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

National WSUD Compliance Meeting – Wednesday, 12 Feb 2025 

This is the eighth meeting of the National WSUD Compliance Network. The Network is 

looking at improving WSUD compliance in Australia by bringing together a range of 

experienced and diverse stakeholders on a regular basis. This meeting will go through 

updates on the second version of the WSUD Maintenance Compliance Framework.  

When: Feb 12 2025 02:00 PM 

Where: Online 

Cost: Free 

https://www.awa.asn.au/resources/latest-news/survey
https://www.awa.asn.au/resources/latest-news/is-australias-recycled-water-future-divided-by-generations?_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9Q2PtXbidMw6DHgK560jis3jRABooJzxZ4mF0LRwzWaJSR_XQDM9CfyONU0JWhr3ueaUOnVI4dtxBwNo1_mdonWVKK7g&_hsmi=334351174


 

 

Register here 

 

How Right is my Site? Challenges and Opportunities in Erosion & Sediment Control - 

Thursday 6 March 2025 

Stormwater NSW is hosting a free-to-members webinar on the current state of erosion & 

sediment control in NSW. Hear from leading practitioners on the importance of good erosion 

and sediment control practice from planning and consent conditions through to 

enforcement and education. The seminar will examine current issues as well as 

opportunities to move towards best practice erosion & sediment control.  

Who is presenting: Kel Sanson, Senior Environmental Consultant at Strategic Environmental 
& Engineering Consulting   
When: Thursday 6 March 2025, 12:00 pm – 1:30 pm AEDT.  
Where: Online.  
Cost: Member Rate – Free, Non-member Rate - $50.00 
Click here to register. 
 

How nature can strengthen Greater Sydney's flood resilience - Monday 10 March 
2025 
Join the Sydney Environment Institute, Committee for Sydney, and AECOM at Climate Action 
Week 2025. Discover how nature-based solutions can be integrated into urban and coastal 
planning to build resilience and improve ecological health whilst balancing competing 
demands for land use. 
When: Monday 10 March 2025, 9 am – 11 am AEDT. 

Where: AECOM, Level 21/420 George St, Sydney NSW 2000 

Cost: Free 

Click here to register.   
 

Victoria Stormwater Conference 2025  

When: 3rd and 4th of June 2025. 

Where: Wangaratta, VIC 

More information here 

 

OzWater Conference 2025 

When: 20 - 22 May 2025 

Where: Adelaide, South Australia  

More information here 

 

Global Conference on Sandy Soils 2025 

When: 21 – 24 July 2025 

Where: Perth, Western Australia 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcsfuCtqTkqH9wLcJX1l_YWCVhHusv1TxrI#/registration
https://gems.eventsair.com/stormwater-nsw-webinar-february-2025/regoform/Site/Register
https://t.e2ma.net/click/qhuvfo/q9rspij/in5hi8b
https://gems.eventsair.com/2025-stormwater-victoria-conference/#:~:text=The%20Stormwater%20Victoria%20Conference%20Organising,and%20Wednesday%204%20June%202025.
https://www.ozwater.org/cs/c/?cta_guid=7c871aa2-2f06-4bc7-8f38-c9a3e210d2b7&signature=AAH58kH657eh798Pq69j6L3Znz1WnENHDQ&portal_id=14568786&pageId=77767026326&placement_guid=1b50af1d-802b-47d1-b7cd-2ea0ceea51c0&click=36f6c325-418d-45bc-8298-ecc99b515772&redirect_url=APefjpEp6trMXW3T83s7_I9F_No7AZjnIzBJsT9m2zd6zM0UHVShdKvGg0iCjg56F9MgCZGJVS-lRliaYlWZGhvGFghKADphFDROvcpYlmFUtXXrUdgvACIN1uvjIZXc20d0zXQeDJFz&hsutk=db032be27ca5b90b6cd1febef4ae63a4&canon=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ozwater.org%2F&ts=1736384846149&__hstc=99023297.db032be27ca5b90b6cd1febef4ae63a4.1736384849897.1736384849897.1736384849897.1&__hssc=99023297.1.1736384849897&__hsfp=2451522017&contentType=standard-page
https://www.ozwater.org/?_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9SCFlIqZahD4uE1cqrIhYk6CeY9JNHrQIFKbWHK32h3e4zcOuS39jm5AlbrqQE29hiCGfawJXjdEc-p9c4xnS65de2hA&_hsmi=337613723


 

 

More information here 

 

IWA Water Efficiency Conference 2025 
When: 16 – 18 Sep 2025 
Where: Melbourne, Victoria 
More information here 
 

Franc 2025 powered by Stormwater NSW 

When: Approx. mid-October 2025 

Where: In the beautiful Hunter Valley.  

This year’s theme is ‘Building partnerships - finding solutions’, the call for Abstracts will open 

in March so stay tuned. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIPS and KNOWLEDGE SHARING 
 

Stormwater NSW exists to represent and support its members, and to link the diverse and 

multi-disciplinary interests of all stakeholders within the stormwater industry, representing 

them at both a state and national level. Stormwater NSW is a not-for-profit association, and 

membership is open to all stormwater industry stakeholders. To join Stormwater NSW, 

simply access the online form.  If you have any queries, contact us on 02 9744 5252 or email 

admin@stormwaternsw.asn.au. 

 

If you have ideas or suggestions for knowledge sharing workshops or newsletter items, 

please get in touch at admin@stormwaternsw.asn.au. We want our Stormwater NSW 

community to be as inclusive and collaborative as possible! 

 

 

https://sandysoils.org/
https://www.awa.asn.au/upcoming-events/iwaefficiency25
https://gems.eventsair.com/snsw-membership/new-member/Site/Register

