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1. franc.2025 call for abstracts — one week to go!

Our committee is excited to be bringing the stormwater community another franc conference.
franc is about being future focused and fostering resilient and networked communities to meet the
complex environmental and social challenges we face.

As always, franc is seeking presentation submissions that illustrate ‘franc’ concepts in application.
More specifically, in 2025 we are seeking presentation submissions on the following themes:

e Policy and partnerships

e Urban Waterways

e Future-proofing stormwater

e Asset planning and management

We are also seeking poster submissions and workshop facilitators.

All submissions are due Monday, 14 April 2025.

Click here to find out more.
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15 - 16 October 2025
Mercure Hunter Valley Gardens Resort, Pokolbin NSW

franc-conference.com.au

2. Update from the NSW Stormwater Quality Improvement Device Taskforce

We are pleased to inform you that the NSW Stormwater Quality Improvement Device (SQID)
Taskforce kicked off in February this year. The Taskforce is a stormwater industry backed and
resourced initiative, consisting of 21 industry stakeholders who were appointed after an Expressions
of Interest (EOI) process. The purpose of this Taskforce is to come together to identify key issues and
gaps with regards to the approval and ongoing management of SQIDs in the industry.

The Taskforce will not identify and address every gap in the current management of SQIDs nor will
this Taskforce be attempting to replicate or replace the current Stormwater Quality Improvement
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Device Evaluation Protocol (SQIDEP) run by Stormwater Australia. Instead, this Taskforce seeks to
provide support and recommendations to decision makers and Stormwater Australia, on behalf of
the NSW Stormwater industry.

The goal of the Taskforce is to provide recommendations to improve the stormwater industry across
a range of SQID-related issues including performance evaluation, lifecycle assessment, maintenance,
constructability and safety. We aim to provide the industry with tools that provide meaningful and
consistent information to help inform decisions regarding approval and management of these
devices.

Over the course of the year, we will come to you seeking input and feedback on the work of the
Taskforce. We will also be providing an update to the industry at the Stormwater NSW franc.2025
Conference in October. It is important we get feedback from a range of stakeholders with different
interactions with SQIDs.

One of the key deliverables we have started to focus on this year is to develop practical criteria for
the lifecycle assessment of SQIDs. We are currently seeking feedback from the industry on what
factors are most valuable with regards to lifecycle assessment.

To provide feedback please provide input to this survey. This survey closes Monday 28 April 2025.

To remain informed of the work of the NSW SQID, Taskforce including future opportunities for
feedback, keep an eye out for the Stormwater NSW newsletter or visit the SQID Taskforce website.

3. Keen to grow your professional skills and make a real impact in the stormwater

industry?
The NSW Stormwater Association is on the lookout for passionate, energetic individuals to join our
committee! This is a fantastic opportunity to develop your professional capabilities in areas that are
often not available in your day job and network such as governance, finance, event management,
marketing, and advocacy. Plus, you’ll be alongside a highly motivated people helping shape the
future of stormwater management in NSW and beyond.

We'll be welcoming new committee members at our Annual General Meeting (AGM) in August 2025.
With so much happening in the stormwater space right now, there’s never been a better time to get
involved. If you're interested or just curious, we'd love to have a chat—get in touch!

4. Survey on Water Sensitive Urban Design policy and practice in NSW

DCCEEW is currently seeking feedback on Water Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD) policy and practice
in NSW. The purpose of the survey is to hear from a broad range of stakeholders about their
experience (whether a lot or a little) with WSUD implementation in NSW. This will inform the
development of a guide of current WSUD practice in NSW. The survey can be accessed here. It will

take around 10 — 15 minutes and can be completed and submitted in one session, or you can save
your progress and come back later.
The survey will be open until 11:59pm on 17 April 2025.
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5. Feedback from Sydney Water regarding the IPART price review

Last year, Alexi Gilchrist (Coordinator, Parramatta River Catchment Group) and Andrew Thomas
(Stormwater NSW'’s President and Executive Officer of the Cooks River Alliance), spoke at
Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal’s (IPART’s) public hearing in support for Sydney Water’s
Pricing Proposal for 2025-30. A subsequent joint submission re-iterating this support was also
submitted to IPART by Stormwater NSW, the Parramatta River Catchment Group, and the Cooks River
Alliance. We have since received a formal response from Sydney Water regarding the price review
involving IPART’s. This is what they had to say:

Our team has read all the publicly available submissions and | would like to thank you for your
submission in support of our original proposal. While affordability remains one of our highest
priorities, we are seeking to balance this with delivering reliable, high-quality, and environmentally
sustainable water services. Through engagement, customers have told us they prioritise affordability
but also expect us to maintain water quality, reliability, and environmental protection.

To this end, as well as funding for growth infrastructure, our 10-year capital expenditure plan
includes:

¢ $3,145 million in new stormwater and recycled water infrastructure, supporting cool and
green natural places and continuing improvements in waterway health;

e $2,872 million in Water Resource Recovery Facility (WRRF) renewals. Customers expect that
we minimise environmental harm by improving performance.

e 52,204 million for the renewal or refurbishment of critical wastewater system trunk mains and
pressure mains across Sydney Water’s area of operations. This investment is essential as these
major assets are key to transporting wastewater to the treatment facilities without polluting
the environment

¢ $480 million to continue our Wet Weather Overflow Abatement Program to address overflows
that occur when rain inundates the wastewater network.

¢ $101 million targeting new renewable energy facilities. During customer engagement,
customers recognised the role of Sydney Water in reducing carbon emissions.

¢ $34 million to drive efficient operations through recovery and reuse of scarce resources by
investing in the construction and renewal of biosolids facilities.

WEe’ll continue to collaborate with community and Council-based catchment organisations to
improve community awareness and care for our waterways.

Thank you again. We look forward to working collaboratively with all stakeholders irrespective of
IPART’s final determination, to deliver world class water services for our customers.

UPCOMING EVENTS

franc.2025 Conference powered by Stormwater NSW

When: 15 - 16 October 2025 (with pre and post conference events)
Where: Mercure Hotel, Hunter Valley Gardens, Pokolbin.

Theme: Building partnerships - finding solutions

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS are NOW OPEN!

Click here to find out more.
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Restoring our Riverbanks - building resilience after floods

When: Wednesday 16" April or Tuesday 29 April 2025, 9:30 — 11:30am AEST

Where: Freemans Reach

Cost: Free

The 2020-2022 floods had a devastating and destructive impact on riverbanks all across NSW.

The restoration of a site in Freemans Reach, near Windsor, was a massive undertaking and it has
been designed and reconstructed to prevent erosion in future flooding events.

These events will share the story behind this restoration, the design, the challenges and demonstrate
the value and benefits of utilising natural turf to restore riverbanks and prevent further erosion.

Click here for more information.

Approaches to achieving long term success for vegetated WSUD assets
Run by the National WSUD Community of Practice.

Achieving long-term success for
vegetated WSUD assets
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What are the key success factors to improving WSUD outcomes?

Join us for an insightful webinar where experts from across Australia will share their experiences and
strategies for ensuring the long-term success for vegetated water-sensitive urban design (WSUD)
assets. From bioretention basins to constructed wetlands, these systems play a crucial role in
managing stormwater and improving water quality—but only if they’re properly planned, designed,
built, and maintained. In this session, we’ll hear from practitioners who have tackled real-world
challenges and developed better processes to enhance the performance of WSUD assets. Learn what
works, what doesn’t, and how to avoid common pitfalls. Don’t miss this opportunity to gain valuable
insights and practical takeaways!

When: Tuesday 29 April 2025, 12:00 — 2:00pm AEST

Where: Online

Cost: Free

More information here

Flood Management Australia Conference
When: 13 - 16 May 2025

Where: Melbourne, Victoria

More information here

OzWater Conference 2025
When: 20 - 22 May 2025

Where: Adelaide, South Australia
More information here
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Victoria Stormwater Conference 2025
When: 3 - 4 June 2025

Where: Wangaratta, Victoria

More information here

Global Conference on Sandy Soils 2025
When: 21 - 24 July 2025

Where: Perth, Western Australia

More information here

Urban Biodiversity and Design (URBIO) in Australasia Research, teaching, and collaboration
opportunities east to west

When: 31 July — 2 August 2025

Where: Perth, Western Australia

More information here

International River Symposium 2025
When: 8 - 10 Sep 2025

Where: Brisbane, Queensland

More information here

IWA Water Efficiency Conference 2025
When: 16 - 18 Sep 2025

Where: Melbourne, Victoria

More information here

MEMBERSHIPS and KNOWLEDGE SHARING

Stormwater NSW exists to represent and support its members, and to link the diverse and multi-

disciplinary interests of all stakeholders within the stormwater industry, representing them at both a
state and national level. Stormwater NSW is a not-for-profit association, and membership is open to
all stormwater industry stakeholders. To join Stormwater NSW, simply access the online form. If you

have any queries, contact us on 02 9744 5252 or email admin@stormwaternsw.asn.au.

If you have ideas or suggestions for knowledge sharing workshops or newsletter items, please get in
touch at admin@stormwaternsw.asn.au. We want our Stormwater NSW community to be as
inclusive and collaborative as possible!
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